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CHAP. I. 

Lord MILFORD, bom on the 
fertile banks of the Thames^ was 
itroi^ly tmctur^ with all the preju"* 
dices of his country. He was perfectly 
eofiTinced tblrt^none but Englishmen 
are capable of thinkings and. he made 
no eicception eten in favour bf the na- 
tire^ of North Britain. Of a rich and 
ancient family^ he added to a majestic 
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2 THE BACHELOR. 

and handsome person an intelligent mind 
and eccentric ideas. His temper was 
decided : he spoke little^ reflected deep- 
ly^ formed au opinion on every $ubjectj 

and condemned but very few things^ 

• •* ', '.••*••!• 

•Ijfecatisc life -ha^, the good sense to 

• *«*• "«•••• • ' "• 
i^i^oM^.thkiAi^y Age, but especially at 

twenty-three^ what we know is nothing 

compared to that of which we are igno* 

rant. His feelings were lively and 

warm^and yet he often seemed cold and 

insaisible ; he never gave way to the 

first impulse^ and therefore knew not 

the shame of recalling his words and * 

changing his opinions — humiliating 

facility^ which as it evinces a good 

faeartj operates as an excuse for errors 

of the understanding. 
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THE BACHELOR. S 

The predomidaat trails of his cha- 
racter were a spirit of independenee, 
a singularity and an originality which^ 
however^ could not be called fantastic 
or capricious. He possessed every 
quality which belongs. to an elevated 
soul: ^the imposing majesty of hi^ 
eiterior was softeujcd by the gentle- 
ness of his lookj the mild ihi benevo- 
lent expression of his countenance^ 
and something prepossessing .even in 
the tone of his voice; in shorty he 
might perhaps have been thought to 
> excel other men, could he^ have been 
compared with them^ but he was un- 
like any. 

His parents were distinguished by 
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4 THE 6ACH£L(m. 

their high rtok; jaet this iftfas ibeir 
least merits for there are peojde of 
quality every where; bttt with 4U the 
advantages of refined 8enie> great 
talents^ and evea virtues, their conduct 
was a problcfm sad and ^fficult to 
resolve. Perfection is not given to 
human nature ; and the bad example 
which parents set by *heir failings or 
their errors, is perhaps more dangerous 
than that of their vices. 

In infancy, the walls of the parental 
habitation are the boundaries of the, 
world ; we feel, we think according to 
the feelings, the thoughts of those, oil 
whose love and early care we are depen-* 
dent. From them we with unreflecting 
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THE BACH£LOIi. 5 

coi)fid€nce receive tbofee early inipres* 
sious which influence our miads to the 
latest hour of life. Happy^ thrice happy 
^ose whose infancy is guided by 
virtiiOus exalQfiples ! — W)Ofi to the un- 
^rtuiial^ who too sDod discover t^at 
their oajtUrs^ guides are remote from 
perfisotion! 

The comrnancament of the union of 
tfie fatjtet md la^i^er of Lord Mil- 
^ ford was highly auspicious : every 
ctfcumstance seemed to concur 4o 
make them happy ; even thaty which 
though teast considered^ is most im- 
portant — mutual inclination was in 
their hearts ; in shorty only one single 
tiling waa wanting— ^conformity of 
B 3 
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6 TRTE BACHELOR. 

temper : this^ indeed^ was impercep- 
tible to strangers ; and the politeness 
enjoined by good breedings disguised 
it from the world, and even from 
themselves in the days of early Iove;s 
nay, they had been a twelvemonth 
married^ each disguising and resisting^ 
every opposing sentimentj before either 
would own to themselves that 

^< We dreuain coartship^ bnt in wedlock wika«^> 

In shorty tired of struggling^ or 
giving way; suffecjing in silent pa« 
tience> or with useless complainings,, 
after ten years of marriage^ they one 
day agreed that each was wrong ; and 
that with all that is necessary to be 
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THE BACHELOR. 7 

amiable and good^ they had not what 
was necessary to lore each other ; in 
a word that the only means they could 
devise to live happily and in amity^ 
was to separate. This they did to their 
mutual satisfaction^ but to the astonish- 
ment of the worlds who^ unacquainted 
with every secret spring of action, can 
judge but frokn deceitful appearances. 
From that hour they always met with 
pleasure; and perhaps oftener than 
they had done before, They perfectly 
agreed in all that regarded their chil- 
dren, especially as they had the good 
sense not to bring them up themselves. 

As it was impossible to justify them* 
selves but by calumniating the tie which 
b4 
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8 THE BA€Hf:iiOR. 

had united tbem^ they laid it down ar 
a general principle^ that two person^^ 
how near soever to perfectioo^ can not 
bear up against the long trial of jaaitii*' 
niouy; and that if some uniont are 
reputed to enjoy complete haraiony> it 
is because the parties are believed <M% 
their word^ or that one oS thoiri pk 
least is extn^mely diacrent. 

This principle became so rooted iu^ 
the minds of Lord and Lady Milfordj 
that it prevailed over their vanity ; they, 
would have considered the perpetual-* 
ing of their name too dearly ^purchased 
by the sacrifice of the happiness of 
their son : accordingly, the daily lesson 
of his youth was an injunction neveK 
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THE BACHfiLOR. 9 

tci rabmit to ^ yoke of mairimonjr--^ 
tbey died in this opinion. Ttro 
danghters ivbom tliej left were too 
young to haTe invariably adopted it; 
but Lord Milfordbadthe more blindly 
imbibed tbeir aversion for marriage. 
As it was instilled into hisT mind by a 
mother whom he had always fenderly* ^ ' 
loved^ and a fatber whom he had never 
eeased to venerate^ how could it fail 
to make a profound imf^essrion upon 
his mind^ and to strike deep root into 
his heart ? Besides he loved to think^ 
. to 8ay> to do extraordinary things^ and 
perhaps this bent of bis mind was not 
what he least approved in himself. 

He was atwaysf disposed to ftdoptj> at 
b5 
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10 THE BACHELOR. 

a system, any straage ideai^vhich conldt 
make him regarded by geoer^l soci(pty. 
as a different being ; this flattered bis. 
Oi ginaliiy. At ten years of age the 
young Hamiibal had sworn to his father 
an eternal hatred against the Romans, 
tmpifessed with the instructions and , 
example of his parents. Lord M ilford 
seemed io have sworn hatred, not to 
woman^ but to those indissoluble ties, 
which chain two persons together for 
Ufe. 

Six months had our young philoso*. 
pher quiUed Oxford — six hours had 
he left the classical land of thinkers,. 
to visit the continent, enlarge his mind^ 
cxtwd his ideas^ by seeing foreiga 
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countriet^ Bf^A studying mankind. Re* 
soli^ to be one of the bappy few who 
karn ^ by the experience of others^ he 
determined to observe like a Spaniard. ^ 
He took bis passage in the packet^ and 
had at his command an intelligent va- 
let^ a comfortable travelling carriage^ 
WelUstored trunks^ a hand^me case of 
Mortimer's pistols^one of those common- 
place books so convenientin a long jour- 
ney> and which are made no where but in 
the English capital^ five hundred gui* ' 
neas^ and an unlimited letter of credit. 

* Rousseau has said^ *^ Those people who 
trarel the least are the best travellers^ and ^ve 
all thdr attention to -what is really useful. I 
scarcely know any but the Sj^anish nation who 
trarel p this manner. — See Pensies de Roussiauy^ 
artida Voyages.. 

b6 
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19 THE BACHELOR. 

On the $ea^^ aa Eugli^pBaa fiai^eie^ 
himself still at home ; but the 0€^Q9a> 
especially in the British Channel^ wiU 
not always- acknowledge this righto^ 
domitrion^ and itd sudden anfd violent 
storms are as frequent as they are dis- 
agreeable. The wind became con** 
trary^ the dea rolled tremendously; 
twice was the little vessel aimostdrtveii 
ashore* What few i^renchriien th^fe 
were on board sang or swore; aDutch-r 
man smoked his fripe ; the young lord> 
just come £rom the University^ said 
coldly : '^ A Roman would have re- 
turned/' However, as all things have 
an end^ the temf^st . subsided ; ih% 
t)acket entered the port of Calais> and 
iMilford the Hotel du Lion d* Argent, 
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wliere be found ft^dod ice, a good- 
rafpeF^. tfnd^ MOiBeirt elavet, ^nrfakfa 
etot bki baitoi Eouis fora.ii]gkt. 

TRfc ncaat day iii^iet ^, vcrj weH 
pleated^ witk tfie Iwtel and vfiA 
Wwmte, add pvocteded on Ins travels^ 
iff^tk grciakr ni^iadity than^ I ain able to 

FRANCE. 

As lie pind the pottilions lib«mily^ 
lie arrifedki a* few hours atFaris. He 
remiioed there the time Aatas Eng^ 
IklusiaD on lit graQd tour usually al* 
hnva to ti«t vtktf&^if^} "that i» to say, 
Mig m(A%i» ta Me^il^ w<eU, 4«id kaow 
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14 TflS BACHfiEOR. 

but little of it at last ; but as he reatlj 
trarelled to more advantage than maEiiy 
of his countrjmeo^ he did not dedieale 
all his time to the residence of the 
English ambassador or the. Palais 
Royal. In four months^ he saw al( 
that a Frenchman does not see kk ten 
years. He was not ia^en i»^ either by 
iradesmen^ by sharpers^ or by w#Him^ 
of the town: this surely is something 
for a stranger to boast of. 

Four mont^ being elapsed^ the 
young lord said^ " I know Paris. '* He 
ordered post*horses^ and did not get 
out of his carriage till he arrired tft 
Strasburg. He there fowA nothing 
worthy of his atf^iition but the cele^ 
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THS BACHBLOB. 15 

l^rated steeple of the cathedral. He 
went up to the yerjcroas^ and read the 
names af a vast number of those whom 
Steroe calls idle travellers. The name 
of an 'Englishman with whom he was 
acquiuoted^ placed above all the re$t> 
particularly struck him. He was bold 
and agile; secure that his head and 
feet were steady and would not fail 
turn, he sprang up> and wrote Lord 
Milford, six inches higher th^n the 
name of his frieod. He then quitted 
the town> aud long smiled when he 
thought of the steeple^ of which he 
always spoke with complaceoey. 
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GEiRMANT. 



Prafti Strasborg be yretit i^Bonn, t<v 
Ftttnkfort^ to RatisbiN^^ and ihenee to 
VieHDa. He wrote on bis confimon- 
place book only tbese wordsr : '* Bonn, 
the Imperial Court— FmnkfoTt^ the 
Mtd Hous^^BrulCy Ratisbon/* By 
flfis time »ur traveller was in tbe 
capital of Austria. 

He thought the citj small, the 
kduses liglj, lodgings confined, plajs 
not aboire loeiiioc^itjF, casperle* droll 

♦ Casperle is to the people of Vienna what 
pantaloon is to the Venetians, punch to the 
Neapolitani, &c. &c, &c. 
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enough^ ihe Prater agreeable, the Hun- 
garian grenadiem vefry fine men, and 
their appearance truly military. The 
flip^d^ 0f thte^erirfian^ po^et did 
not dli24^^ Wm : at coui* lite' sa<r otilf 
U«tte grfea# menj'regfraeatald witfiout 
auttiberj iikl^ He' said, ^ AH this W 
wi<V#«i#iphfe«ldyW HfefHfftVtenntf 
l(^gMttifigf a'^few tiiest ^nd seTeraPv^-* 
»eh. ':- Wk«iite tlirew ItittiBe^f into bi# 
iamtf^y ^ If k a« *Pi4e9lei'' ftUtf Tie, 
''that an fing4i«hniiiii must judge of 
Viemia/' tt^ arrived' there, and after 
well examining the port and the Aus« 
trian naval forces, he wrote in his 
cemnKm-place Boolsf;'* Trieste, Ifla- 
ras4uihf^nd'VISea set off for Tenice. 
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ITALY. 



The first Mpe^t of thic tingolar citj 
tirtoiiished him^ We da not see eyery 
wbere bouses^ which seem to stan^ 
upon lie sur&ce of th« water — eanab 
which serve for streets, £o«do)aa 
for can ii^s^ &c. &c^ When Lprd. 
Milford Jiebeld the spires of the 
churches^ which at a distance appe«ired 
hlcDded with the masts of the shippings 
be was tempted tp tajke Venice for a 
fleet at anchor, : ' 

He had been warned I^fore be )aiid* 
ed> that> if every wlieryr else it is pro- 
per not to say all you thinks at Venice 
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it is necessary to tbiok well befor^ jou 
speak. He visited the curiosities of 
the city^ and finished with the treasury 
of St. Mark^ which a monk exhibited 
with complacency. A youi^ Fr^ich^ 
. man jocosely asked — '' What, Mon^ 
^ignar, is that all ? ... . And where is the 
doge*8 ringj the day he murries the Adri*' 
aticSea ? '' Milford, who had been quite 
silent, trod on his foot, whispering: 
'^ My dear Sir, you had best take care 
ihey don't send you, instead of the 
doge, to eonsuBunate the marriage/' 
The Frenchman had spoken very loud 
that he might be heard ; but fortu^ 
nately'tlie monk understood onlyth% 
Venetian languaget 
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A trifling circumstance aftenprcH^ 
diice&iucidents: whidn have aninflociice 
oyer all the rest ofmr lires* Sucbr 
vraa the effibct of Loid Milford^s meet^ 
k^ witb tiie joimg Frem^liaian » Tbv 
latter Tehiem5efre4 ttntt^an'Ba^iBiiiaao, 
whom be haft dot Jioticedybod trtMtdeit 
on His foei. Wbet «liey a^br^^mttt^ 
Bletin the Plaoci d«^ SM; Martt> be m4p 
to btm^ w ar tcKie of AfimciKr^' i^alif 
at yo«r seiTTid^ niy lorA?"-*-^* WKal 
do you mean, Sir?'*aik<d Lord Mil* 
ford."—'* It is no* uswal to tread oir 
flie foot of a geiitl«man^ unless io pTo~ 
Ycdte \im. i insagiae thiat I mus^hftW 
odd or done somettiing wbich has i4ot 
the good fortune to m^ with yoiii 
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ftddress/' Milfionl took ibi tsatd, on 
^hkh he send — ^^ Ctmnt Victor de 
La/rU^ Ck)l(meim:th^ service of France. 
JttheCiinu'niggio"''-^>-^aBA he answered 
cooUy — '^ I oongcatnlate you. Count; 
jKm *liye in it handsome apot.^ 

. QQbe £fyeii£hman> permaded that 
tbu rims a Mtm iamlt, uuurted on 
fBtiafiaclion. 5Fhe fioglishman offend 
it immediatd^. • iT^^ey : fought a 
private stted; and idi^w tfai^ir .swprdj. 
They i£tmght fmth equal valqur ; 
hut liOrd/ ^ilfMd^ as ^ skilful as 
he wa& alestj.quiekly ^wounded his 
adveiatr^. '[ Are : jrou aatisfi^,'* 
said he. — '' Yes/' answared Victor^ 
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22 THE BACHELOR. 

'^ but much sooner than I cxpcctcd/^^ 
Milford hastened to him— raised him 
up and conveyed him to his own lodg^ 
ings^ which were nearer than the 
count's. By the way^ an explanation 
took place ; the conqueror repeated to ^ 
the vanquished the charitable warning 
which had caused the misunderstand- 
ing. Victor^ grieved to have appeared 
ungrateful^ acknowledged himself 
justly punished^ accepted the attention 
of his adversary^ and asked his friend* 
ship. Each was entitled to the respect 
of the other^ for neither had been 
afraid. — A Frenchman sometimes 
seeks a quarrel^ an Englishman never 
shuns one. With equal gercrosity 
and sincerity they swore to be friends 
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for Ufel but Victoridd Leyris con- 
Incted this engagement .with nil the; 
impetuosity of -bis temper ; Lord 
Gilford /with his customary phlegdi: 
this oppositiim in their characters only 
served to render their union more 
durable. The wound of the French 
oficer proved not dangerous ; thanks 
laithe attentive zeal of hi» new friend 
aad the asa^staace of a good surgeon> 
in a ibort time he recovered. 

The grave lord was not long before 
he learnt that one who is intimate with ' 
a young Frenchman^ is soon the confi- 
dant of alt his secrets^ and those of his 
£air friends. He leimt too^ by indi-- 
feet Experiences how . the Venetian 
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lad&eft feet and ..ixpresis thfemselTSs. 
One vocmog.yiiitor jibewedhlm the 

, . , . .... p. 

'^^ JS^fro mi f)rmiie; hramo'v^dertif 
difi^ni dd qwmdo. .Addio." 

li h true tlwtr he oendealed till titt 
tuodt day tbe^toie of the lady wfaoee 
iMOQiam vras jso ebqmat. This 
excess of indiscretton bemg ptoduced 
only by an excess of passion; women 
almost always &rgite the olSsftiie^ in 
comiderat^im of the motilre. 

Our traveller went ey^ty iiight to 
the fublic Casms; >he]^as.a)i a^fan^v^ 
ohserver^ but spohe very little. The 
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lady iof ihe Austriaa ambassador re« 
ceived him with politeness: she per- 
forqaed phtjs at her palace with a 
company of /yoimg Frenchmen and 
handspme German or Italian females. 
Thinking to please Lord Milford^ she 
piopp^ ^1^^ ha should take a part : 
'^ Madafn^"" sa^id he, '' when an 
Epgj[ii}inian,trai(els be never amuses 
himsplf." ^ 

His time wd.s not lost at Venice^ 
since lie tbere gained a friend. He 
acquired sucjh an idea of t^e monu*- 
nients of that -city as we have of things 
that are tp he met with almost every 
where.' He formed such a notion of 
its government as we have of a veiled 

VOL. I. c 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 '¥hb ^ACfHlsMti. 

statue which h seen only at 'H distance. 
Finally, from the bill^ received 'by 
Victor, he formed ^m Heacff'^he plea- 
sure vrhich the loveH>f ' aVeaetkh l«dy 
promises her gallftrit:- bftit these rte- 
flections attached him the ttrore firmly 
to his system; afrid he exclahn^^:*-^ 
*"' Unhappy he who has marrie/^d such 
a wife !— ^mhappy every ihrusband! 
Oh ! my father was right !— quite 
, right!'* 

The two friends resolved' to make 
thetonr of Italy together ; they were 
happyin each others company, because 
morally extremes love to m'eet. Thej 
passed some time in Rome, and were 
struck with the pomp which surrotmds 
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tibe wremgn ^ponUS. The dtSe^enca 
q{ reunion cMBot prevent' What is 
gfeftt» i4tj#itic^ Aod moving, freoi 
making all JxipfeMicni upon the souK 
They visited together those monuments 
<f tbe. asts, andvalbthe Testtgesef the 
past ^iBadeur. of ;lhe masters of the 
\imrld. .iMiKefd w«^ quite in hi a 
timcnt ; he knew net haw to quit the 
PanthcMm aod the Ooliseuroj where his 
vml4ed>wilh pensive air^ Mid seemed 
to linrvokje tte ^spirits of the aacient 
RoBBAns; he. fcouid think or speak 
of fiiotiiiiig :eli6. ; Vietor refused not 
the )ttibiite of admiration to these 
modummts.of antiquity; but be took 
not thi3 leas deUgfat in jtbe- fanver* 
^Qtiones of .the Cardkiai^de .B^nisi* 
c2 
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^8 TfiTE BACHELOR. 

and the remembrance of the Portia^ 
and Cornelias did not prevent him 
from paying his homage to the lovely 
Roman ladies of modern times. 

From Rome they proceeded to 
Naples. Lord Milford immediately 
observed th^t the city had scarcely any 
commerce : the count soon, ascertained 
that the commerce with the softer sex 
was not more stable or secure: both 
concluded that the country was better 
than its^ inhabitants. The far niente 
of the Lazzaroni seemed to them 'a 
sorry parody of the Otium divps of 
Horace. They did not envy that lazy 
class of people either their contented 
indolence or vulgar gaiety. They 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE BACHELOR. S9 

tiftited with a lively interest Portici, 
Pompeia^ and that most tremendous aud * 
magnificent object which a landscape 
can embrace, Vesuvius at the moirwot 
of an eruption. Lord Milford was 
curious and well informed; Victor 
united to great taste a real talent for 
painting. At Torre del Greco they 
9BW yowijg girls and youths dancing 
the Uiremile; the volcano smoaking 
above; an4 at the gate of the. town 
the prophetic stone^ which, by the 
warning inscribed on it/ recalled ta 
their n^inds old Priani's daughter. 
Our. Englishman, on reading this 

* Posteri^ posteri^ vestra res agitur a . . . . 
^migra dum Ucet », . »Si corn' fit ^ actum est ; 
periisti. 

c3 
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ginister and useless caution^ as usual^ 
sonk into deep reflections. Victor 
reflected to^, perhaps for the first time j 
but he drew the landscape. '^ What 
think you,f' asked Lord Milford, '^o£ 
those fools who are dancing whiht 
death ishoTering orer their heads ?**-^ 
•' My dear friend, I think they havt 
the philosophy of hahit !*'....'* Ofr f '* 
cried Milford^ as if surprised that a 
profound remark could come from 
Victor^ '' you are quite a French* 
man !^— however, if I was not an 
Englishman,^ I should wish to be on<$ 
too/* 

At Torre .del Annunziata they 
examined the different productions of 
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lNM{iQlfttte,ia4urtr7 ; they sftw^macear 
routs made tad swegrd. blad^& nami* 
£ftclufeQdi MiUbrd ^ssamimd: th^e 
last/ attd tboiight '^meek .well temper^ z 
'' I ptefer/' aaid be, '' English 
Mades^ French blades, German 
biade&4''Tr-'' I uodersfand you/' re** 
jfikA Victor, laughiiig;^ ^' you like ajl 
tHosrwlmeJasti^ centra at thep okit.^' 

tf^f^meeisiiedlYemxitM.: curidcitj 
mid -^ilfiai#tttieft ted tllefii vef^y liigh. 
liOfd MiH'di4 iMisted oi> coaking their 
AimeP inn the^ lava, that lie' might say 
liekad^esJpttomirtteD dressed in the reiki 
FftI6gitoi»* 

One thiti^ which be kamed from 
c4 
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liis journey to Naples was^ that strain* 
gers are there imposed upon m a very 
prarticular ma»mier. This inspired Vic- 
tor with new reflections^ which were 
highly philosophical^ namely, that 
experience, on whose rules the sage 
dq)erid3, is of no avail when we 
change the scene of action. A cice^ 
rone, named Pabloir procured'. £br iht 
young lord some small pieces of 
Mosaic work> which he d^UxiA he 
bad purloined fkom i^e ruins of Pom* 
peia ; and likewise an E^nxsean vape, 
lilled with ftiedals, found, a& he 8«id> . 
tioder an arch of Ci^liguja's Bci4g% 
near Puzzuoli. Milford p%i4 for th^ 
treasure what the cicerone chose ta 
»$k, Qamely^ twenty (waw« of gold^ 
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The medals were covered with vcrdi*- 
grise^ and bore no dat^. He tocfk 
the head for Otho^ or s^me emperor of 
still higher antiquity. Wheo^ with 
some trouble^ he . had well cleaned 
them^ he v6ry distinctly discovered the 
face of King George the third, so well 
known to all his subjects : they were 
nothing more or iess^ than English 
halfpence. Some time after^ they met 
Paolo at Pompeia. Victor laughed 
heiirtily at the recollection of hjs ^ 
deception^ but he gave him a sound 
caning.. Paolo, without complaining, 
held his back for the blows^ hat in 
hand, and called Victor €£celMn^' 
Lord Milford contented himself with 
shaking him bj th?, dhoulder^ ^^J^'S — 
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^' Amen/ rascal.*" Paolo^ tlHiikuig 
tWBeal meant JHeni, ncrrer Ibrgot to 
t^lt ttedoe traveUefB wbcm he conduct- 
ed^ espc^iiany if they were EnglUb— 
«^ I Ml Lord Milfbril's nw9\r 

SICILY. 

Our hero and his fViend passed into 
Sicily : they witnessed at Palermo the 
celebrated festiyal of St. Rosalia. 
They saw the ridiculous gardens of the 
Prince of Palagonia, whose de;scrfp- 
tion albiost every body has read in 
Brydone. They visited the STuseuoi 
of the Priiice de Biscari; and iii 
getferal cTery thing which that travel- 
Ter ha« described^ either after seeing or 
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^wrilhm* 9LUfln9mMsgeof the etj|ec«; 
tot thfej were pmriieulftf ly anarious^ te 
Mtirad. MoEitiit Btn% to behold fte 
magniiotiit spisoCadie o^ the mkif 
ton. J Milftowl^ wbo^ i^ilheut fawwing 
tt, loYtA^i^hfmsty iikd Mve miyerity of 
the M^Gorld;, dft. they vrere cKtubing^ 
related tor bis* fiididi Hie stoirjr of ^ 
Stlkefd«L of Stf^hmg. Th«y /wfiOite 
Aely nanm on. obe of the treesi teakr 
XtA i^^^fic* iMIe^ Capriokt Md< thM 
^tiiceiided iMo the plain. 

Ai»Qp$ a^r f^9ic#iltfwiw* of 
Syrnciise,. ow teat^J^rt Ip^ugbt a^wy 
]^i9«ft q|f t^^groj^Msiog piU(krs ^f th^ 
fa«iM^i49j T«9pk;tff ;Jupiter QljmpfU. 
A^spef^mM ttmed tbraa fromr akiif 
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to Malta. The olisenraDt lofd liisMl 
MOD mjade himself aaqminttd \fitii 
'whatever related >t6 Itkoki 'sihgular 
po\^er, composed ef hei^ffogeaeoisi 
$lfimfats^ and ^hose inaAitu/^n ham 
loD^ . ceased to haye , awy iobj eet. ' He 
jperceiyed thatihe ifilaod was of gr^tt 
impoctanc^ in a military and cdmmfer^ 
cial point of :yiew :— it is iik, flfc 
Uekaa of the Ifeditewrancan. ^ Wi<ft 
taviolis eyes he examined ha Flariana> 
, La Cotenera ; the Fort.St. £iDM^ the 
Fort Ricazuoli^ and that celebrated 
battery whicft incloses ihc? ports of 'the 
/ order tts with^ a iralt 6f fire. After a 
stey of eight days they fitted MaUa^ 
Af ilfbtd wvote In his' <otilsion-t)lacfe 
l^ooiU.*^^^ Malta ! ^ !^lf God gi^el 4t 
us^ th? devil shall ^dt take it away.**^ 
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' They resolTed: to proceed to Cadiz. 
'War had just beeii declared between 
England Mid FriMiee; TWo days after 
their arriral^ the French fleet appear- 
ed in the road] tod a great number of 
lifficer^ went on ^^bre^, Victor Jire^ 
se<ite<l Mil^Mrd 'to bis comriade9^ who 
received h^ as brave soldiers always 
treat eafih other* \then they do not 
meet in arms. The two travellers 
went 1o see Count O'Reilly, the 
governor of Cadiz^ the play, and the 
proces&ions. At one of these religious 
eeremonies^Yictor had a narrow escape 
from- the prison of the inquisition^ for 
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having said to a penitent who wat 
flogging himself-^'^ Why don't you 
strike harder^ my friend?*' Fortunate- 
ly Mil for d^ wIm) eTdn/w)il» » bey ^as 

fy«m tbd gfipi3 of font tlgM^ikiiv^ 
adoMn Oif F£6i¥>h Dflleef ik bajiHIpg 
llrawn 4^ir ftwoiidi with^iH anqiiiriii^ 
M^bj^t yff^%- title mjM^r^ faTiHi^ed ttwv 
li^reat 1^4. Af tlif rd obtffAei f^^f^ 
fiction ff^wa GoMRfr O'ReiUy! ^ iW^tw 
^QiifAf ii>i»: Qibcaltar : trflug^ tm^e 
epildt»€A9d Um thither^ Mfhilsii V ietw 
de Leyri» liKeeeded t0th^ <?an»p of $ft» 
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ADRIANA. 

Peace being concluded^ Lord Mil- 
ford determined to visit l^pain^ and 
first proceeded ^o S^vilte. Here he 
Iradtbe plea^ui^e to be present attjie 
represcfntation of Le Zegataire Unt- 
versdy translated into Sipatiisb>(and per- 
fOtmed in bonoor Of the Yirgin. Iti 
bis^ rapid progress be bad every oppor- 
tanity of convinciog himself that the 
posadasj the ventas, and the fundasj^ 

* Three different kind of iimi in Spain. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 THE BACH^LOtR^ 

were excellent hotels for coachmen and 
muleteers ; hut that the best among 
them was far hen^ath not only the 
worst English^ but even French inn. 
At Madrid^ at .Yalenci^, the refrescos, 
notwithstanding their pomp, their eti<- 
quette^ aad their profusion, appeared 
too seriou£| for a collation, too light 
for a, dinner. He pitied the Spaniards 
who did not prefer to these sile'nt and 
sumptuous assemblies, the less costly 
hut daily pleasure of uniting a few 
f/iends round a dish oC pa^st bqef, ac- 
companied with a few bottles of porl 
On the other hand^ he perceived with 
entire approbation, that if the awords^ 
were still forty-four inches in lengthy 
as in the days of Ferdinand itnd Isa-^ 
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1^ella> i^gger§, murders^ and revenged 
liiisbands^ werenoiso commonly s^okem 
of. He did not conclude from the 
augmeasted lilierty of the women that 
they had ceased to need the watchful 
care of sii8piicion> b«it that the men^ 
baving Imcixkti nMre> reastwable and 
-wim;- bMl. kahi(^: toi deff ise. that ^vir^ 
iae^tAA itmii be guiarded by'boUf 
or buv tiidjzbad:p#re^ived at length 
that jealousy only served te^ afford tbe 
oppressed a still higher gratification, 
tbat^ of reqdfridg usdels (he preeau- 
tkms^ of tbeir . o^^pt^on. He win 
particularly struck with an observa- 
tiM wbif b'^ha ;^aaLtaitgbt to qaaJbe in 
Spaio. The ladies there, though not 
all faithful to their husbands^ >yere 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



If THC BACiHSUHO; 

io?i#l Ably B0^to theiff Iovmms. " Tiit% *' 
mid>'MUford> '^ givesjtfae lie lisseistt* 
ihk mniiiktfmg imkej'* . Me itiade • 
Imte of it in bis^^ofmiiiil-^iBcef book 
at tbe article^ Iocoilsi9teoeiej» of the 

nation; b«ti t^se 'remarki^ iMdjr. mtwtd 
t^ pi'odiice In bit inottdi a. still finmr 
€Ott<^ietio» of^tii^ ji»stiee of bb fkthef^J 
iyitetn^ in- f esptct ( t# th& idiMitligei 
e|-delibM;>. - • • \*^ - V '*-• 

. • ". wi . . ' !'.'. / ' • ) 

On bis arrival at;$arr»gM8a> h^fA 
M tlfi^d was mftMwed tfaat ^ grand 

jjamaU ^^ d'wnani y U etf rarfi tten trouvjsr 
qui n'en aient jamais eu qu^un. L^ RocKe^ 
fouauld Max. 73; 



Digitized 

i 



by Google 



bull fight w(nild S0M toke pUct at 
I^mpeltitia. This td^^n wa9 oa hk 
way te Bayonne^ where ha iiitlMd«4 
to* embaf k for Bngjan^ ; aord* as- this 
sight was expectedta draw an amazing 
coBcourse df people flron Bncay^ aad 
the AsturtAs^ asweU as from the soath*- 
ern protinees of Ffasce, he judged H 
pradeat to seenre- lodgifigt in Dhais 
before they were all eagaged^ Pam^ 
peluDa is one of the strongest tdwns 
in' Spain ; he had leisure to examine 
it, to visit the cathedral^ the walks 
which surround it> and the ancient 
castle, the residence of the Viceroy of 
Navarre, 

It was at thia last place that he metj 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 THE BACHELOR* 

among others^ the Marquis d'Azemar^ 
a Freachman^ wbo had come to Pam-^ 
pelwa^ from the vicinity of St. Jeaa 
de IaiZj with fai$ young wife^ because 
she bad expressed a wish to be present 
^t one of ibese celebri^ed fights. 
Adriana (the Marchioness d'Azemar) 
was assor^dly the most lorely and 
amusing child that ever Hymen had 
united at sixteen to a man of nxiy. 
Whoever lopked at her felt himself 
^enliveQed by the expresiion of good 
humour and happinesSj. which her in- 
genuous countenamfe e^shibited. She 
seemed persuadf^d that life is given us 
for pleasure and amusement/ that we 
ought not always to look at the serious^ 
side of things. Havii^ never felt 
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96gfet^ she knetr nothing of the past» 
hoi fr(mk (he bails at which she had 
dmced/tte entertainments where she 
had been amused. Without any fore- 
sight of the sorrows of Ufe^ she anti-, 
cipated only new pleasures from die 
fntore. The morrow never arrived 
too sooji for Adriana. She cgmplained 
of the ikterruption which sleep caused 
in heir amusements; consoled herself 
hy beginning the night as late as pos- 
siUci and then said to herself^ like a 
certain minkter, / wiU make Haste and 
deep. 

The part of husband to a pretty 
woman is never very easy to perform 
well : bpt how much more difficult is 
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it whea that htiibftird k sixty 
old; yei tfie Marqois id^zeoMtr was 
fiir from btiiig ndiciiloiis:ki;biBdta* 
atiofi.. He utiiied to ^a aobie ptrspa 
great good sense and ikeoiMt amiable 
temper. Nature IqidgiTeB him a «D<* 
bust • oonstitQtioii ; but it i had ^expe 
rienced g^ mde aidiock in bts yootfa^ 
that ever since the age of aiB^eeii. Ms 
existence seemed ie be miimculaasly 
prolong^. Mavi^g eatered'ioto Jthe 
service ^f his couatay at^a^ii^vy eaaly 
age> he had been in:all the^campaigas 
in Bohemia^ and suffered so severely 
at the retreat from Prague^ that for a 
long time he lost the use df his limbs. 
With the aid of minersll wM;ers hefkad 
been restored^ l^ut hii dosstitution ne^ 
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rtMJOtgtAkUffHtfifigQm. Tbe mtrqiM 
fmBBemai a It eirf laoj^e fivrttmc^ Mid 
IttI: asbfidtttaAi: rdatiooB/ aAdmim 
devQeMBliM Mis the ^dmsghteceof '% 
Mttsid io mriinn i htQi iwas inudfa . at- 
iadtad ; ilieifafld khowi^^M/fiNltnf^Aidy 
irMi//thB{hoiiDi«i£Aher bitHk, and iMrH 
tfifdifanr ; ;|iedbi|lft.^at;do airch Twitkna 
iimvrto>baieiii ^^irife; tawl *a. edrnpteiinn 
avtoiseew^'Qiis faitfoiettoihe diildxif 
|iiia)ad0^m/«iiAjhV)becsitie for Adtw 
OTa^haiii(W^itriblgeitt«id TiopeiitiUe 
df:€atlwrr.'' 

« 
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had a heart easily warmed hy kiud-^ 
ctess^ and grateful for the feast ex« 
presfiion of it. M« d' Azemar wa« fend 
•f young people. With pirtomal so* 
licitude he sought in tbem that pri- 
mitive frankness and' candour, attri- 
hutes of Cbat age which . the world 
has not yet contaminated hy its corrupt 
breath : habitual illness had ni^t soured 
his amiable temper. Those only^^ 
whoih the abuse of pleasures has eon<- 
ducted to premature infirmities, gtTe 
way to those gloomy reflectioi» aid. 
useless regrets^ which manifest them- 
selves in harsh words and ill-nal^fed 
sarcasms^ causing them to hate their 
fellow-creatures as they loath them-' 
selves ; but in the Marquis d'Aaemar, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



in triA hoi^, oftea racked with pain> 
'€9ii|ai«6d.>a. )teatt> Queued with exqair 
Mte ^eoiibiAityit jPoastflaioed to re- 
nolHici!|<alLthoi9giit9 o£ livii% for him*- 
self, he enjoyed life m 0lhev»— existed 
for those who knew and loved his 
.gebtle. n^tdite. ' Wt heart apkrtow- 
J^^ljed ti)e worth of Lord Milford; 
lie: tald^ }nm> ^o^ vmi requested he 
-wduld cwusider hiB house> ^his^owd. 
la At foreign country^ as a^faw^eriBg- 
plact; acquamtmees are the more 
.quickly foroied) mi account, of the 
short ttfne whkli peq))e are likel^^ to 
spmd together^ and parttcularl)^ the 
distance that will separate the friends 
: when each, has re^ariied hoiAe./ This 
-mutual teodetiey^ this taicit dtiii^ of 

* VOL. I." D 
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associating^ commQQ to all ^ople of 
education/ is one of the chums 0f 
r -society^ the first -tie of imtioM^ aoPi 
perhaps the sweetest enjoyibeat that 
wealth cuft aflbrcl. 

' At the first sight of :^driana. Mil- 
ford wjs surprized at her tibisy* viva- 
city, her sudden flashes of wit/ atad 
her apparent levity; but he soon 4i5- 
covered that she united to a thou- 

. sand interesting grtu^es an ingenuous 
mind and an excellent heart. He fook 
delight in contemplating her near her 
husband^ gay with prudence, submis- 
sive with dignity, expressing her aflfec- 
tion with the simplicity of a child; 
und truly the seaiiment bore the %ha- 
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raeter of 'filial love. Often did the 
eyes of Milford follow ber; as she 
larished on ber husband attentions^ 
lequally delicate and affecting: she 
reminded him of a young Maho- 
metan -female incircling a tomb with 
jBowers. * \ 

This amiable girl, who, like all 
good-natured people, was very fond 
t)f being beloved, soon distinguished 
the preference given her by the noble 
•«nd generous Englishman. With all 
the ingenuousness of innocence, she 
expressed the delight she felt in his 
society. The bull-baiting being post- 
poned till the ensuing month, the mar- 
quis proposed that they should take 
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advantage of the delay fo see Bar- 
celona. Lord Milfprd was not invijted ' 
to be of the party, fox he w^s a^lreadj 
considered as naturally included lU the 
family arran^n^ents. 

The journey to Catalonia was i^te- 
' resting, and did not seem tedious to 
any of the tjiree travellers. The mar- 
quis was, rather talkative ; his coaver- 
sation was always instructive, even 
.when its subject consisted only of the 
recollections of past events. Milford^ 
contrary to his custom, thpi^ht aloild; 
and Adriana animated the party by 
her lively sallies^ and delighted her 
companions by the ingenuous simpli- 
city of her id^as ; but never was the * 



d by Google 



THC BACHELOR. 53 

attention of Mil ford so completely 
fixed as on one occasion^ when M. 
d'Azemar^ speaking of his singular 
position^ and his motives for marrying 
Adriana^ said, with a mixture of affec- 
tion> gaiety, and good humour pecu- 
liar to hittiself : '' My dear girl, you 
musl Imftgi^ that you are a virgin of 
the sun, or a yoting vestal. Von 
knb'w thfe god]5 were fond of handsome 
Victims. "^-4-^^^ Victims !" answered 
AdriaitA-^'^ t 8o not understand you. 
Sc^pfO^ yoli liad ttbt married me, I 

should have been -"—^^ What ?"— 

'^ A canonesS. Well, I love you as I 
should have levied the Almighty," 

ft IS not ^uite certain, if, in support 
d3 
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of his system, Milfprd did not say to- 
himself^ that she would have done 
as well J had she kept to thp absent 
person. 

Adriana bad retained many of the 
habits of childhood ; the gaye Dunnes 
io all her friends : she called her bus-^ 
band Father — the gayest of her com- 
panions, Tlie Prude — ^and the nopst ma- 
licious she nicknamed Zpx;^. '*^ And 
you, my lord, what sh^H I call you ? 
for positively you must be something.," . 
Milford told her he should considei: 
l^imseLf very well off, jf she would call 
him hex friend."-^' Oh no, that won't 
do : I would much rather have you at 
my service." — ''Well then," said he,. 
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luughing^ *' there is my naoie at once. 
I ftfenH ba'Te-'tbe pleasure of bearing 
you call me your ierVant.'/—'^ Yes, 
yes/' inten?uptcd the marqUis^ smiling^ 
^^ but on Condition €bat vAieii jou an«- 
vmtt, you will give h^r only the name 
ofJtfiWWr.v , 

Afilford laughed at these follies^ 
and thcfu^ht that he felt far the M ar- 
cl](k>ness d'Azejaoar only such an inte- 
rest as is in^ir^d by youths inexperi- 
ence^ and beauty, entering the age 
of passions, without kpowing either 
ibdr intoxication or their dangers. He 
asked himself whether she would be 
the seducer or the seduced, credulous 
or deceiving ; if all her powers of 
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pleasing would bring misery m^n her^ 
iM^f M . others. Bj 4egree0 H ht€4mfi 
more difficult to dissemble from faimself 
the impression wiiidi tiiis.liFiBeIy young 
woman bad made iipon bim> wbicb 
the daily habtt of seeing her/and tb^ 
/amiliar intercourse, could only*tend to 
augment. But he fancied himself suf* 
iicientiy master of bis feelings to trust 
that the desire of preserving' his 6wft 
esteem would be stronger than this 
new sentiment. His philosophy was. 
put to'tfae test iat Barcelona. 

One morning, when th^ marquis had 
intended to take Adriana to the beau-i^ 
tiful walk leading from the port to the 
arsjeuaJ, h^ was une:8;p^ctedly detained 
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at home^ and requested Milford to ac 
company his wife^ promising to rejoig 
them soon. It was the first time that 
he had an opportunity of being alone 
with Adriana. The nttv^lty of his si- 
tuatioii produced- an involuntary agi^ 
tation. . His yctihg friend lestnt on his 
arm ; and when he felt her lovely form 
80 close to his, the softest* thrill of de- 
light ran througli his veins. He 
thought that she communicated to him 
something of her heavenly essence; 
for do we not deify the object which 
we love ? He almost thought himself 
one bf those supernatural agents wb6 
Jferforra the office of guardians to pri- 
vileged bein^Hy arid who arc directed 
to v^atch over them, '^ lest at any time 
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they should dash their feet against ^ 
stone/' 

At 

It was the heginning of spring, and 
-under a hea^utiful sky— the sight of the 
shruhs, the flowers^, the verdure^ disr 
poses the heart to receive with raptare 
every emotion of happiness. MUforcJ 
abandoned himself to the charms of a 
delicious reverie. He soon recollected 
tiiat it wa? necessary to speak; and 
haying uttered some insignificapt, unr 
connected: expressions^ he was. ag^in 
silent^ and.sbecretly condemned the tnarr 
quis for his excessive confideilce, 
which seemed a weight on hi& ipiii^, &3 
if he had deserved or was afraid, of in^ . 
x;iirring the i:eproach^s of bis copr 
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8cimc6. FeeUng tlgte necessity of awak- 
ening from his dangerous eontempla- 
tioiis^ Milford said to Adriana : ^' How ' 
beautiful is this view^ Madam t'*— ^' I 
believe it is," replied she, with an air 
that proved her embarrassment and 
total absence of mind.— ^*^ What, you 
believe ?"' exclaimed Milford. — '* Dear 
ttie ! I don't know what I am sayings 
my lord/ : r^oined she, with the most 
innocent fjrankness: ^^ I always e^cpe* 
rienco the greatest pleasure when lam 
in your company,- but I don't know 
how it is that 1 dare not speak to you 
when the mafqNiiis is not p.fe3ent." 

Surprised ^a^d delighted with this 
ioS^9);mou9 acknowledgment, which. 
»6 
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proTed^ without her mteodiBf^ or loiow-^' 
log it^ that this eochaating female reci* 
procally felt eTerj soft sea t? a ti oa which 
warmed his heart, Milford ioTolanta^ 
rily pressed to his hosom the arm which 
was locked in his> aod gaied oo her with 
as mach fmoertainty as emotion. Per* 
hxp% he wottld hare spoken — perhi^ 
he would have given utt^ance to the 
secret, had not the sight of the marquia 
saved him from the pangs of remorse. 
He cast down his^ ejes, and hloshed r 
his arm relinquished that of Adrmoa^ 
These succeeding emotions were so ra« 
pid, that she remarked hiis agitation^ 
without having time to^ account for it» 
and simply said, ^' What is the mat-^ 
tcr^'*^ The Hiarquiff i^pproached: 
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Milford recovered his tranquillity, and 
Adriana the freedom of her ideas— he^ 
husband was near her. 

The day ^fter this: incidebt^ the tra- 
irellers set out on their return to Pam^ 
pel una. 
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CHAP,m. 

LARGE AS LIFE. 

The readier would be grossly mis- 
taken, were he to suppose foe an instant 
hat the warm interest^ or let us rather 
ay the passion^ which Lord Milford 
felt for the marchioness^ was not per«* 
fectlj consistent with the principlet 
which he had imbibed from his pa- 
rents. He gave his soul up to his 
love for this* charming woman witii 
perfect safety^ beeause the insurmonnt^ 
.able obstacle which separated them 
secured him against liis own weakness. 
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I do not say that if Adriana had been 
her own mi^ti^ss^ liis anti-matrimoniaJ 
system, ^ould not ha^re been rather 
shaken. Ah ! doubtless^ ^hen l^e re- 
flected joa the happiness which he 
j»hould have enj^yed^ had be received 
from innocence and nature M^hat he 
considered as the most perfect of their 
^orks — had he been to Adriana a cce- 
ative genius^ that wa^ desjtined to teach 
her to think, to feel^ to lo,i?e : can^e 
believe that then he would not have 
abjured his. opinions, rather than jcr 
J90unce his feelings. But she vv^as a 
wife. Milfprd therjefore thought th^t 
he might indulge without danger in 
that enthusiasm^ that extacy which the 
Ijjious soul feels for the object af 
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its adoration. Who, kooif^iiig the 
integrity of the, youthful hohleman^ 
^ould reprokch him "^ith th^ mere 
i^tiic&tion of the eyes ^ True, there- 
fere^ it is that he loved ; but in the 
man i^ho combines si "cold imdgina* 
tion add a proud disposition^ with an 
itrdent soul, love is not the contempti* ^ 
ble paMion that another illusion can 
tfltert— efl^ cff those transient fevers 
that is ctired by the possession of its^ 
object. No ; such love is not to be 
extinguished by reason — by a perse- 
teritf^ ktid noble effort : it may be si- 
lenced, and this is the triumpli of vir- 
tue. It is not ^ fire which lurks be- 
neath the ashas ; it if k d^roetive 
fhmt, which blazes forth even in the 
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midst of waiter. N^^r perhaps Vfks 
tliere a pksfiiM so Tigofously oppose^ 
so strong"; t^ sileht as that of Eiord 
Mtlford. In' ^ presence of A^iana^ 
he was sileeft : tuft only hb lips m^trt 
forbidden to utter the iaiiguage of pas- 
sion^ biit by, a generous resolution he 
fettered ^hi^ ^yos, bis ^umteoance^ bis 
Toice. Well he knew that there are 
mm wbo, merely to siCis^ their Va^ 
nity^ can' ^tsMose the thousand ^cuaK^ 
less attentions ^hid)ir aflS^^tioHprl^fnpts^ 
whose eyes can languish with palisioift^ ' 
which a half-finished sentertte^ a sud^ 
den efhotion ft%n^ to betray— who 
steal into the heart of womkn^ then 
honourably assert they ilever spoke of 
lore. What can the poor deceitcd 
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reply to th^ upfe^Ung ^orld ? A thou*- 
9&i9d> proofs^ carryii^ €cmvi<^tion t&%\i^ 
h^Tt, feH^ »|^ut not to be expressedL 
have no M^eigl^t in tliejiCftle of pmbiic 
opiBioii., Lord Miliord tibougbt of this> 
and exclaimed—^ / . 

^ Did Hearen look on, 

And wouM not take'fli^lr part?^^ . 

BvLt he wad tmVjr «ile»t^ asid restfained 
bjpsdf to the warpil^ 6^ &iep41j io^ 
terest ; but when he wa0 almie^^ pacing 
the chai^ber with hasty sti^ides^ the 
yivacltj of his actions eqHalled. the 
melancholy aod^ ci^epgy of bis express 
sioM. Con^tai^tly ocqupie^^ fatigued^ 
saddened by the $ame object^ even that 
bopie^ whifh in tbe paintings of Hec* 
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culaneu^^ he bad s^en^ under the 
figure of a heau1;iful ^voman suckling^* 
a chimera^ eould not be the emblem 
of his unfortunate attachment; yet ha 
thought himaeif at liberty to lament^ 
since it was unwitnessed^ the cruel 
necessity of separating from the mar- 
chioness^ the ol:(j;ect of a hopeless pas-^ 
lion. But chance afforded him at this, 
time a consolation as extraordinary and 
original as his character ^ras eccentric . 

The a][rproaching bull-fight had 
dr^^wjito Pampeliuaa dealers and artists 
of all. description. One of these last 
exhibited to the curious a collection 
of illustrious and famous personages, 
tery accuwtflj r^resented in wax i— • 
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the Etnjnress Queeit, €atberftie II. 
Wasbingtdn, iMt. de la Fayette, Made- 
moiselle d'jfeon, Jorseph tl. Frederic 
the Greai, De^nies, Sec. Whether 
their perfect resemblance in^tred re- 
2lpect, astoniBfaitient, ot ^kdrrot, ac- 
cording as the origiAah )iad be^n ilUt 
honour 6r the dilSgracfe of iititoaniify^ 
k\\ of thend excited eC^Xikl aidmiratiob 
of the talents of the artist. 

Mriford proposed to the marchioness 
that they should go together -tb see 
the marvellous cabinet. She asked^ 
her husband to accothpany them, and 
ihe marquis consented; less from cu- 
riosity than from that good nature 
which always led him to oblige his 
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\rifc* W\^ea , Adriana entered the 
s^fiBxtmmt, sjie^coukl upt refrain, froiu 
an exclamation of surprise>' at the sigl^t 
of this company of ladies and gentle* 
mt^, ap4 wa^. on the jioinU of a^lo- 
gizing; for aj^peaiting ip her momiiif^g 
dffi^h wl^n>sl^ r^colloc^ tliat Hffiy 
were. qn|y^ wa^crwork '' Rut wl^j^>!' 
said shp, ^^ ar^ithere oqly o^d wooiem 
here? L ain resolved there sbaU be 
o^t young, on^. ^mpng th^m ; ;Spj I.'ll 
taJk^ ipjj se^i^t herie* Now> jnay lord, 
siy^se n^ for a^ B9pjnep|; traipformed 
, into wax — ^go to the epd.of th^ room, 

and teU me howl look Oh! hor- 

rihle!^' OM^aiuied she i^ll^ai once at 
tba dglit^of Desruesi whose .naoie was 
liJffiyfis^mPiAi^m^ ^' IwiU wt s^y 
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in sucli company. Sir," said she to 
tlie artist/" pray turn his bick whilst 
wc remain.*' 

Tthe Marquis d'Azemat*^ who had 
studied Lavater^s system;, took this 
opportunity of examining the physi- 
ognomy of a consummate villain^ and 
^ took no farther part in the conversa- 
tion^ so deeply was he occupied in 
seeking on this serenely atrocious 
countenance^ the marks of guilty deaf 
to the voice of conscience^ even in the 
latest moment of life. 

^\ My lord/' said Adriana^ '^ what 
character shall I assuKne ? Shall 1 1^ 
Mademoiselle D*Eon?...No: I will 
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fiot 1)^ MademoiseUe d'Eon : doa't 
jr<Mi ^iiiky 10^ iordy tbiit-Hertiaiua is 
pTtfettel to €Wrkidar..I^ The Em- 
{Ire^rof Ru;»ili? She behaved foo ill 
to her l^ui^asd. Ah ! the Queen of 
iitiDgirjr : but I Uav^ti^ IshUd ii>^ anm 
to show the -41ungariaftsl j Yet I 
should like to hear a whole army say 
to me^ drawing their swords : '^ Let 

us die^ for our Qiic^ir Adriana/' 

How you look at ine. — ^Ah 1 I am » 
silly creature; is not that what you 
are thinking ? What a noble figure has 
your P^hess of DeYoaiihire ! I' 
should like to be ibandfeemer than she 
is. Oh ! if I had her person and her 
fortune I jhouldi.live in palaces too; 
^•biit I i^itouUkaot think tH^rself obliged 
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to inhabit ^ihm. Walb mi^ rbe 
adoiraed ^h gildi^i. bmljt^U ^Hfffrug^ 
walls ; still . !th ft fuiitem : 1^ f4|j^^ 
like to sleeps since sleep; Wft. iOii$t^ 
under a dome t^preseBtiiigt nigfat; 
For Hiyi archited^ i^ IrouUi take ibe 
poet wbo has said- :-«*^^ *i^ ^ 

Slowlj roHs on^tJbpr%(>lenui Ni^t; 
And f^oia her wide.expaQded.win^s^ , 
A sable atmosphere she' flings. 
Drawn by the silent Dreams her car^ 
Studded with sapphire's gleams' afkr; 
While frolic Lores throagh ambl^t iat^ 
Zephyrs .on^ dewy piidons bear. 

My dome: should r^ficeseat tins 
b^Hititul . night « Instead^ of \ialfa I 
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^ould have II hedge of roses a»d jessa*^ 
mioes ; for a bed a laa^mof^li, of white 
aiad gold net. . I should love to i^ink 
that I did not repose on the earlth/' 
While she thus amused herself with 
these childish fancies^ Adriana seated 
herself with all the grace that was 
natural to her. Milford smiled as he 
listened and looked at her. At length 
the marquis^ haying finished 'his ob- 
servations on one of the most horrible 
_ monsters which the last century pro- 
duced^ exclaimed: — '' The more I 
look^ the more I am puzzled. He 
is either the- most execrable of vil- 
lains^ or the most innocent of men! 
Let us gOj I cannot bear the sight any 
longer." Adriana took her husband's 

VOL, f. E 
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)iand with soothing kindness: her 
caresses soon effaced the sad image 
from the mind of the marquis^ and 
they left the exhibition. 
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CHAP. IV; 



THE MEDALLION. 



The day of the buil-fight arrived^ 
and it took place in the finest square in 
the city, in the mjdst of an amphi- 
theatre surrounded by benches. Adri- 
aua went early, accompanied by her 
husband and Lord Milford: against 
their opinion, she had placed Herself in 
the firs^ row, 'with all the feagernes^ so 
natural t^*young people who fear no dan- 
ger^till it arrives. The trumpet sound- 
ed, the bull appeared ; he darted at the 
first cayalier, who awaited him with 

V 
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his lance resting against bis thigb^ 
and so deeply wounded the animal 
in the shoulder, that he drew back. 
He was almost exhausted with the 
loss of blood; he staggered^ his ejes 
sparkling with rage> pawing the 
ground with his feet^ and lashing 
his sides with his tail. The trum- 
pet now announced the attack of the 
matadore. The matadore ^advanced^ 
haying a cloak on his left arm> and 
in his^ right arm a large cutlass^ with 
which he struck the bull, but with- 
out killing him. The dying animal, 
summoning all his strength, rushed on 
him. The matadore, to avpid him, 
. leaped over the barrief precisely where 
Adriana waB seated. The furious 
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bull pursued hhn ; the terrified mar- 
chioness then threw herself into the 
arms of Lord Milford. On perceiving 
danger/ he had risen^ caught her in 
his arms^ and leaped over two benches, 
which the receding crowd had in uni- 
Tersal terror abandoned. The happi- 
ness of saving Adriana seemed to give 
him tenfold strength. What transport ! 
In his arms he held the most precious, 
and to him the lightest of burdens : he 
pressed to his bosom the trembling 
Adriana ; his breath was mingled with 
that of the woman whom he loved. 
Lost to the scene, bewildered, he stood 
motionless, nor thought of relinquish* 
ing her from his firm embracer It 
was not till she came to herself, and 
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opened her eyes^ tbat be ha4 the presence 
of mind to seat her on the next bencti. 
The first, motion of Ad(|ana was a 
smile at her deliverer : her fifst words 
were — '^ Where is the marTjuis ?'^— • 
There was so mq^h truth a»d affectioa 
in the tone of this qu^tioo^ that a sen- 
timemi of respect arose in the heart o£ 
Milford^ and tpingled with all the 
emotion of love. . The marquis and 
himself had followed the same ^pulsev 
in their lively, interest fbr Adciaoa ; 

-but Milford had seen nothing hut her^ 
Azemar had seen only the.bull. He 
had risen^ and more than a hundi%d 
Spaniards had advaace^, like him^ to 
save their wives^ presenting: a rampart 

■ of nakdd swofds. But the fright had 
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l^eeo greater tiian the daoger. The 
furious. bi|t 4ying animal had-<)nly 
str^i^h io^ spring forwards; he had 
fallea instant tj^ pierced by the mata- 
dpres with a hundred wounds. 

The marquis then went to his wife. - 
Perceiving ^that ihe breatl^ with dif^ 
ficulty, he sought to take oflf a medal- 
lion which she wore. In his hurry he 
\>roke the chfiin^ aapd^ ga>ve it to Mil- 
ford tahpld. Adriana^ soon recover^ 
i|ig frpm her flighty said^ lai|ghing> to 
h^er ypung friend : •' My lord, it is 
IficJc)^ to be .<^l)le to l^p so well. If 
yowi, had liyed^i^ the days of Romulus; 
you .would have carried off two Sa- 
bines at least." Lord Milford was oiv 
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the point of replying, " Hai you been 
there^ I am sure I should have seized 
hut one."—'* But," continued Adri- 
ana, " I don*t know how it happened : 
at the moment when I was going to 
throw myself into your arms^ I found 
wyself there quite naturally. One- 
would have thought you expected 
me/" 

He who has set fire to a house^ to 
have the felicity of saving his mistress 
from the flames*— he who has plunged 
into a river^ to preserve the object of 
his love from a^watery grrtve, may form 
an idea of Lord Milford'« secret sjrtis- 
faction : but in the midst «f all this 
^-"'^mess, he was debating a very de-» 
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licate pointy which embarrassed him 
not a little. The medallion remained 
in his possession : he found it in hia 
pockety on returning home; and his 
first impulse was to lock it up carefully^ 
as if to conceal it from every eye. This 
medallion belonged to Adriana : Adri- 
ana had touched it— Adriana had^ wprn 
it. Chance had placed it in his hands^ 
and might leave it there. Was he 
bound to make restitution of the trea- 
sure ? Perhaps— —Be this as it may, 
Milford resolved to keep the medal- 
lion : so true it. is^ that in points which 
concera the interest of others, con- 
^ science sometimes allows itself to make 
many distinctions : but was not Adriana 
likely to notice that she had lost it? 
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or the marquis to remember to \rhoin 
he confided it * f diaVe not affirm that 
in either pf these cases. Milfdrd would 
' have denied the deposit; but to hisr 
great satisfa?ction^ nobody thought of 
making any enquiry about it. 

Two days^ two 'short happy diays,, 
intervened betwixt the bull-fight 
and the departure of A^riana for 
France. The marquis departed with 
hU lovely wife. Lord Milford re-^ 
mained^ with their adieus and his re^ 
grets^ but with the medalli}>Ov. 
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CHAP. V. 

aETUEN TO LOMDON. 

It may easily be imagined^ thai 
after the departure of the marquis and 
bis wife. Lord Milford wduld not re- 
main, iM»otber day at Pampeluna. 
Among the r^st of his baggage was a 
iimgnificent box of cedar which he had 
or<ter^d to be made duritig his resi- 
dence in that city. This bo^i^ which 
was placed with great care in his car- 
riage^ excited considerable curiosity; 
and new conjectures 'were formed at 
every' itage ^Mspect^^ its use. ISoiiie 
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wereof opinioD that it contained a mu- 
sical instrument of some kind ; others^ 
-who bad heard to what lengths Eng- 
lishmen have carried eccentricity eyen 
in their affiectioai^ declared that it was 
a coffin^ and that it inclosed the corpse 
of his lordship's sister or his wife.. 

On bis atriyalat the frontii^rs^ the 
Spanish odMoio^houisle officers prepared 
to ascertain thetfu^ of these eonjecr 
tares. Mil ford swore tbftt thej shouJid 
take his life hefoc^ tbey /should .0^9 
thie box. A S€u9e ensti^d ;. "the lalcajde 
was sent for ; and. Mil&rd gate, bm 
;liis wor2 of honpur>. tba.t the box coa- 
tained notfeiog-wlHch^it wasjinlawfiiJ 
taexpoyi. /'ja^colipct, my friepd^/! 
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said he, '' that at the siege of Barce- 
lona, Peterborough taught you to be- 
lieve the wotd of an Englishman.'^ 
-The alcalde e^rplaioed the circumstance 
to v^hich he alluded to thcrse who were 
not acquainted with it^ and suffered 
hh lordship to pass. 

He now judged it necessary to 
send his valet forward, with a few 
piastres, ta pre-inforra the French 
custom-chouse officers of his arrival. 
The precaution was useful: at tho^ 
frontier the chief clerk met him hat in 
band, and said: '' Pass, my lord: 
such a man as you are cannot have any 
thing against his majesty's orders/' 
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-Mi]iford arrived withoul; accident at 
Bajoi\ae^ where be founds as be eiL^ 
pected^ a British frigate^ wbi^ll carrie^^ 
hinx in safety to old Eoglandi 
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CHAP. VL 



TlSE VMBR OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

' An interval of nearly ten years bad 
elapsed. Lord Mijford, by tbe death , 
of aii uncle to wbom his was beic, had 
become Earl Wiseby, by which name 
we shall in future call him. He took 
his seat in the House of Peer^^ where 
bis patriqtism and eloqiience were coa-^ 
spicuously displayed. He pos9e8Sjed> 
magnificent mansion in London; 
Wiseby Park in Middlesex^ on, the 
bftiik? of the ThfJ^^^A ^^^ *W wwn- 
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xumbiered income of twelve thousand 
pounds a year. The observations 
which he had made abroad on men and 
manners^ had rectified his judgment^ 
removed some of his prejudices^ trans* 
formed his national pride into national 
dignity^ and had taught him to be 
indulgent as well as modest. Yet he 
had-his opinions^ and never concealed 
them: this is the dearest right of an 
JSnglishm^n. ^ He had his ideas on 
natural philosophy ; but op these he 
was silent^ because he had seen that^ 
in this \;cience, the received principles 
are often overthrown by contradictory 
discoveries. He had not created for 
himself a moral Code^ as it is now the 
custom to do; for he had received it 
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tenAj mad& frdm his religion aed bis 
conscience. 

Lord Wiseby 'was tbe protector/ 
tbe friend^ tbe guatdian 6f bis two' 
sisters^ Lady Caroline and Lady Mary 
Milford ; be was tbe arbitrator of bit 
neigbboursj and the fktber of bis 
tenants. Bat^ with all this wisdom of 
mindj this honesty ofsQui, still be paid 
tbe tribute to bumato nftture ; be still 
cherished tbe t4AhU, tbe opinion with 
which 4ie bad begif^ life ; in a word^ 
that wbicb^ at first bad been but a 
tmnsn^itted aversion^ a^d adopted.fbetH 
confidence ; but it was now c^angdd 
into a personal system^ which bad^ 
become tb^ more ideiAifiid with Wim^ 
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aBlf^ as it wa^ tjt^noected 'With his. 
foodest recollectious. Adriaqa^ whme 
image was incessantly present to Jiis 
miad^ 6fi&fyifi^ hi^ fadart from ihe 
Vnprespifonpt wy.i^tfeejr 'Vi^oft^au might 
iairc pro^iicc^^: withwt inspifii^ for 
Ije^self wyift$*d swiimeatft bqt rc^rafr.^ 
'Plje^e^jFjilisyoiitltfirf yifiii9« her* 
iki^^e^ &^^i\yJst r^men^hf ance wJbieh^ 
1^(5 pri?f^t«ly chpsi**^d; if\»f^ di»J^ ^id^ 
rtahiijty to^ tib^ iiwiWAh^ oi 

1^ «arL' .fttffch^fisipg (h« iMltil^thy.foir 
^ i^A&90labt^.tjlte;^'^lhi<!^ i» so>ftett 
yien^rted^ aad. iwhicb sdciety hM 
d^iHHimiajted hy^ tlie wered Qmnis of 
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b^fitte4i ^ mm of/ his rank ; mixed 
with tlie world> i^isited and received 
his numerous friends. His establish- 
ment >yaa oQ-a noble scale^, it displayed 
grandeur «nd nsiagnilkence on such 
occasi^ons as required tbem^ but 
without profusion and foolish expence. 
Plaid and modest in ComiDoa life ; be 
thought much less c^the pomp and 
p^faotrj attached to the appearance 
of his nunii^rous retinuei than of the 
pleasure he deriyed in seeing^ content 
and haj^iness depictot^ in, their 
coMnten^nces. Mfld, equaU iod^lgent^ 
he was strict oi%ly on ope p>oiat : he 
absolutely would haye no servi^^ts hnt 
what were bachelors^ and nothing. 
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could induce him to deviate from tliis 
resolution. 

On the race-course at Newmarket, 
he had no objection to risk a moderate 
wager, -and would wait the issue of 
the ^port with as much anxious eager- 
ness as if the [question was What ? 

a mistress, a east of the die, an 
empire ? I cannot fin^ a fit object of 
comparison. The lover,, the gamester, 
the ambitious man wo^ld smile with 
contempt. We cannot approve in 
others a passion which is not our own : 
-what shall we say of him who in 
youth eondemns them all.^ He has 
not. the genius, the strength,^ the 
happiness of feeling any one. Earl 
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Wiseby rea^^pnablj enjoyed his' rank, 
his healthy his youths and his fortone. 
Ever ready to contribute either 
towards a national establisboient or 
private benefaction, j'ct never v^ras his 
name, to be found on the front i^f a 
cliaritable buildings or in thf printed 
list of the tnunificent-^ingenious and 
useful invention vv^hich repays the gift^ 
byt betrays the littleness £^nd vanity of 
the donors. A useful discovery in the 
arts^ sciences, commerce, or agricuU 
ture, whose indigent and Laborious 
inventor might need but the assistance 
of wealth to render it conducive to 
i;he pirosperity and glory of the nation, 
was sure to' receive the patronage of 
Lord Wiseby. He disdained not to 
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examine himself^ if the boufitj vrouM 
be well bestowed, and then gave noWy ; 
but he never promised, for. this reason, 
that he gave, but never lent. 

Thus the fortune, name, and con- 
sideration of Earl Wiseby, procured 
him in every point, that happy ex- 
istence which causes a peer of Great 
Britain to have no occasion to envy 
the lot of a sovereign. 
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CHAP. VII. 

BAtPI^ELOIlfi' CLUB. 

EsGLiiND is« I in^igine:, tlie country 
ijie pe^k «£ wBicli ^are the tfiort 
^ig^to^od/ttk giood fellbw«faip ; for^here^ 
Iii5>]fe ftAd ini any foreign Iwad, all 
those wfao bave any analogy in their 
~ diipQ«itionr Wc to assemble. Evei?y 
physical or moral conformity forms a 
point 6f contact; the law, of cohesion 
cpserates— att^tionsi cnMia(ity> harmo- 
ny t&sga amoiSgst Vtie fellow^beiugs; 
for the strongest of all ties is sympa^ 
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thy. Accordingly clubs of every 
description have existed in London. 
The Club af Duellists did not last long ; 
not that its members ever failed to give 
each other satisfaction^ but on account 
of the difficulty there exists in always 
unititig the address and the happiness 
with the obligation toLquarrel. Tbere 
wai a Two-^.ennj/ Club, ktotteed by Ad^ 
4ison for ih^ wisdom 61* its iiwx;; t^ei^ 
was an Ugly Club, and a Cl^ of Eca 
Men, composed of fifteeb members^ 
and one of whose articles wits^ that 
they should weigh togethet siifity 
hundred weight ; but there vfns yet no 
such thing as a Club qfJBachehrs; tike 
Jionor qf founding thiAi was reserve 
for Lord Wisel^y;. , ■' . . (. 
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In makiog known the principles of 
the founder I have described those of 
the u»titation; and shall therefore 
proceed to give some account of the 
establiihinent and its regulations. The 
number of the members was fixed at 
two hundred. As it is always natural 
to suppose our own opinion the best^ 
and that it cannot fkil to make prose* 
Ijtes^ it had. been expected that this 
society would combine quantity and 
qilality; but it was soon perceived^ 
notwithstanding the universal love of 
noveltjj notwithstanding our natural 
and national fondness for ever^ thing 
uncommon, that it was made more 
£fficu!t to obtain admission into the 
Club of Bachelors^ than into the 

TOt. I. ^ . 
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Chapter of Strasburg. it became 
therefore necessary, even in its early 
days, io modify the ^atutes, and it 
was resolved to admit lioaorary mem- 
bers. Even -this was not sufficient : 
fweign correspondents were added; 
but the elub was not actually com* 
pJete til! that memorable jlay, when 
it . was unanimously decided that 
widowers should be admitted. K%e 
•ociety derived an important advan- 
tage from this junction. The wi- 
dowers were soon the principal speak- 
ers. It is the privilege of experience 
to be attended to with interest; in 
fact, ndne can reason so well qn nau- 
tical subjects as the old Greenwich 
pensioners^ who tave weathered so 
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many Jtonos on fte turbuleni seas; 
Wisdiij remarked witib great satisfac- 
tion^ that since the arrival of thosa 
auxiliaries^, the club manifested more 
firmness of mind> a stronger attach- 
ment to its fundamental principles, 
and particularly that desertion ^as 
not so frequent ; for it is not possible 
for me to deny that many of the old 
bachelors^ and even some of the youfig 
opes, had put upon the club the af- 
front of abandoning it^ notwithstand* 
ing the penalty^ attached to so capital 
a taring. . fEhk terrible law condemned 
every man, cVmi^cted of leaving th# 
club to marrjr, io r^turn^ at the ex- 
piration of one year^ and frankly de- 
cUti if he was well pleased with his 

: ' "^n ■ 
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lot. Be it understood tkat the cri- 
minal^ submitting himself to a cross- 
examination^ should bring a note from 
his wifcj declfdrifig whether she had 
yet repented her bai^n. Commis- 
sioners were tlmi appointed to go and 
respectfully inquire whether the sig- 
nature was authentic: the result, 
whatever it might be^ was entered 
upon the bookii, as a docuoMit to- 
wards a Criticai HUtory of Cdibacy, 
an immense work which the club luid 
undertaken. The materi»la for this 
performance were abimdant; for the 
connectfanHT of the meisbers were ex- 
tensive. Correspondeots/umished ac- 
curate lists of separations, divorces^ 
&c. which the jsecretary translated 
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into French, iierman/ Russian: 'Spa- 
nish, and ItaHarrt;*--Thesfe-*>)blfervi- 
tions did not extend beyond Europe^ 
but the club ali^ possessed large funds 
of its own,' The niembers wrote dis- 
sertations and memoirs, in which ex- 
amples^ both modern and ancient, were 
adduced in support of their principles. 
Three pieces were particularly aad 
generally* approved; they appeared 
worthy of the most honourable men- 
tion. The first was an E^say on Cc- 
lihacjj, in which was remarked this 
maxim, translated from the Greek: — 
'^ There are but two happy days in 
matrimony, the first and the last" 
The second work was the *' Biography 
of an Illustrious Bachelor," witJh^ 
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this /well known matto — ^* If you 
marry' yofr'wifl So - wfell ; if you do 
not marry you will do better." The 
third was a poem in three eantod^ in* 
titled The Honey-moon. 

Wisebj was elected president of the 
club which he had founded, not on 
account of his rank> understanding, 
or opinion^ though he evidently pos- 
sessed all these requisites, but from 
'ibc sole reason that he was by. right 
called to the distinction as the young- 
est ; because, on a decisive \and me- 
morable occasion, as it is retordcd 
in history, youth tict9riou8ly de- 
fended celiba^^y against mitrioionj. 
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CHAP. VIIL 



Wlt^Eir ThACWi 



We have seen bow L*rd Wtfebj 
iWed wlieii ia LoBdoif> .btiii nl Wlsd^y*- 
f iMe teVas ftl liomej Und ea^ifdy h& 
aWh roMter. Tber£ he could ^ive 
fttU scope td the iingulatit)^ m his 
mind and ch&tattcr. We have sera 
tlt«t b^ had travelled a great diral ; 
aftd be knew from books all those 
conntfieel fie had not visited. His 
tt&¥els> readi^i tod inflections, bad 
led bins to. adopt an eccciitrici mode of 

F 4 

/ 
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life^ but whidl^ though imcoiniiion, 
was neither offeinl^ nor blmeable. . 

In his habitation and exteMm park 
he had ^ndeayoored to put in action 
(if I may so express mjself) all his 
recollections of the different parts of 
Ewope^ Asia^ and even America. 
Ob Am fviBs of the ancient hmmiob 
be had erected a residence in the most 
elegant stjie of architecture. The 
ground floor consisted of sereral spa- 
cious apartments ; at the extremity of 
the isaloon was a door conducting to a 
delicious suite of rooms calculated for 
a female inhabitant^ but it had ncTcr 
been occupied; the door was con- 
stantly kept locked ; tViseby alone 
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' entered tbem; eMii ]|i0 sisters had 
not a key io Ihcse apartments ; in 
shorty BO person could form the most 

. distant i^a of their d^ination. 

The modern wing of the mansion 
was iilhabited onlj by the master and 
the people in his particular sinrice. 
Neat grave! walks conducted through 
the plantations to 'Qie different build-* 
4ngs allotted to the use of strangers 
and friends who Tisited Lord Wiseby, 
and whom he lodged accerdiag to 
their fancy and hit eiirB. His two 
sisters were not exenq^t fimn this 
rule. 

Each t>f thcM huildiugs yh» so con- 
r5 
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cealed that tlM apprise wu complete 
on discoyeriBg them. The nearest 
vas the farm^ behind which were die 
offices,. The furniture resenAled that 
of a cottage; and 1?hen jou^saw the 
red cloaks the hand-basket^ and even 
the straw bontaet> hanging tip in "their 
places, you expected that the farmer's 
wife was about to sppetr. It was 
this kind of illusion that Wiseby had 
amused himself with procuring in each 
of the buildingiB. 

A little farther was an imitation of 
an Arabian dwelling ; the out-bouses 
served for stables^ and thither t|ie 
earl took a pleasure in conducting his 
guests^ to shew them bis beautiful 
stud. 
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A TWitk IrailiHiif ; Erected otr t hfll 

It ^as a SwBb Y^ttdb|^e^ ren«tbli»g; 
ik^ift of the 'iP^Vns ^ l^imd. W»by 
did mt iiodg«^ any ot his fridMh «t 
^tt^ ft tiiffefite iV^M» liiM^lf: tlitt 
^te oftiy served fit>f tte tmttftim 
afrd tattte^ 

. Nieairer, in tli^ Wtd^of n tflfeadoW 
«im\i]^h wll¥€4l 11MI « firtd'eaifl UHtt 
fytfaed > taseiifl«> oV^r^dhi^ \f Ki 
tr^epifcg witk)W§^ Dras an Italian *pa- 
vilion : it fr6wteA the «t)tt^, Mid ^ 
sp^ettttor fiMght x6!i<^iT^ hitdsdf Ifiink^ 
jK^rtbd iiilfco l^iwte -or PoleiMite. l%e 
apartments and the Ibhiiture pwflMiy 
corresponded with the architecture of 
F & 
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the exterior. B was impossible not 
to recognise tbe cbamber of a Romaa^ 
y^aetian^ or Neapolitan ^effe. Tbe 
paintings with which it was aroa- 
mei^ed^ retraced as many iwMigai as 
Wiseby took delight In reoriketiiig. 
In one was a procuratore of St. Mark 
enjoying the siesta, dropping a book 
entitled A Treatise of true Happiness. 
Tbe bookj •extremely well bound, 
consisted but of one page^ on wbicb 
was written in capital letters, and 
with black inkj Meisetta; with red 
inkj Dofmettn; and with gpreen infcj 
Sassetta; three wishes^ the gtatifi- 
cation of which crowns the daily hap^ 
piMss of a Venetian noble. 
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The fellow to this painting was the 
wife of theiprocuraiorej who watched 
his slumbers^ and was writing. JPafro 
mi prende. The reader will recollect 
the billet which the indiscreet Victor 
had sh^wn to Wiseby. 

At some distance from tfae Italian 

» 

house^ and on the banks of the 
Thames^ was to be seen a hut like 
those of the savages in Canada, lie 

cottage^ formed of vines and coloquin- 

I. 

tidas^ surrounded by bignonias> maple^ 
and tulip*trees^ stood in the midst of 
a savanna. The beautiful Thames 
closed the scene; but these treesj, 
the majestic productions of the new 
worlds deceived the eje$ and caused 
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it to afipear a small stream^ carryitig 
Hn^ hnmblk tribute of its watars td 
tiie ))areiit of river^^ the {kt-ft^tixed 
Mescha^dfibe. 

Her6 again^ tlve interior of tbe hut 
corresponded vrith the appearance of 
Ae ontiid^ ; h^t it 'Was nature cor- 
tdcted. Two Indian cnats^ |^read upoil 
ru[she^> Concealed two excellent beii. 
AI$dTe^ file skin of a bear^ 'suspended 
firomtUeroof by a Heine, seemed to fotrm 
a h^of onfy to shelter a poor C«nafdiaA 
Tamify durah^ ttheir ^eep ; bttt 'at ^e 
hour ^ r^st^ ^ «Hkea cord tet ictowti a 
pa'HlibA tof lai^ ctrrtains^ aiid sa^ 
f«^ ydigtsnee no tdfi^r letit '«t^n ifs 
tmam to fiurdjp^ati ti^kfu^, %ere ISV* 
played in all its splendour. 
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Ttro paiatings bf skMM ^'bxxipoii- 

Vf ttese childrieil ef ittiiuri6. Herb 
was depicted a savage preseirti^ )t 
maich to^ a young female in bed> un- 
certain if she will extingivish itr she 
hides her he^id under the clothei^; to 
signify her refusal. 

The other picture exhibited a dif- 
ferent scene— the young girl, blowing 
out the match, accepts her lover for 
, a husband. 

I shall say nothing of a building 
containing an apartment representing 
a tent, and several others, as inge 
nious for the circumstances which 
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they commemorated^ as agreeable 
on account of the viewg they presented, 
but which it would be useless here to 
^numerate. . 
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CHAP. IX. 



A SURPRISE. 



The French reToIufton was now in 
the first stoge of its destructire ca- 
reer. Crowds of unfortuna^^ suf- 
ferers flocked to England in search 
of a home. Many of the emigrants^ 
and more particularly those whose 
hirth and splendid fortunes had the 
least prepared them for the hard 
reverse, ennobled sfdversity by cou- 
rage and uncomplaining pfvtience. 
Among these was a young man who 
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set his countrjmen an example which 
it yv;sLS difficult to imitate. Grateful 
for the asylum which London had 
afforded hiri^ he tefvt^A to accept of 
any other bounty : his labour supplied 
all that his generp^s pride forbade him 
to receive. He subsisted by his skill 
in painting, and w^ pn.rticiitarly suc- 
cessful in the poHraijU of Indies. Rti>- 
taining^ even in miafoiluBej all tb^t 
gallantrj dtiaractarisirc of hit imHiott, 
1^ found 8 powerful consolation in 
copying the lovely features of fepiales; 
•iid he was fopd of thinking that a Jtaud- 
some original does noi conceive ilvit 
mouey can fiilly cpi^ensat^ the paiipter 
who has delineated her cbm^tenapce 
vrit;h flattering correctness. 
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His art had introduced him to a 
^reat number of people; his good 
humdur and gaiety^ the 'decent re- 
serve of his conduct^ eren the correct 
n&easure of his regtets, had created 
a general ibterest in h«B*belndf. Lord 
Wisebj/ the patron of tale*ts aild>tbe 
friend of the unfortunate^ hAtdali 
th'fe ^rtist^ «ind on leferdii^^ 1& e&arrfd--^ 
ter< he to6k great: {faini to prtocuce 
him ^ork:^ witfi'^t etita ftiquirihg. Mb 
name. He purpbs^lysliTdideil toin- 
tervieW ^ith himr^ thiAkiftg it taore 
delicate f6r It petsan-not to see thofte 
whoni he obliges: . Fit hii 'o¥fn p»tt^ 
hepreferted Itbttfriqal «ribjeels<tt»^the 
portraits of femi^I^^ iM^d 'he dtsined.a 
frieild ^bo llnevr the painter to lie-' 
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jpeik one of these. In a few days he 
found, on his reiurn home, a sketch 
which surprised as much as it pleased 
him. It was a view of Gibraltar, 
taken fr<Hn the land-ride. Near the 
.advanced wofki weiref two French offi- 
cers^ from the camp of St^ Roche^ which 
^aa diacermble in the back ground. 
On the English battery appeared Ge- 
neral EUiot. His at^tude indicated 
tkat it was by bis>c6ikiinand that a gun- 
ner bad discharged a piece, and di- 
reeted the ball far above the beads of the 
two Frenchmen^ whose indiscreet curi- 
osity had led them too near. Ast tbey 
withdrew^ tb^ took off their hate^ to 
ibow that the warning was understood, 
as weU as to ackdowledgei^ the militftty 
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poUteaess with which it had Wea^ 
given. 

Wiseby recollected the cireum^NM^e, 
and beheld h&asdf in an officer near 
the general, whoie «idMe-carop in 
fact l<e wa« at that tippie. The oniform 
of the FrepMh officers, white' timed 
19 with red, broiugbt to his miod 
Co«Bt Victor de Li^sris ; and in one of 
then he then iwflgmsed his ^mner 
trATelling conpAUMk ^rsuadedthat 
fte yewg pai»ter moat be a friend of 
Vit^% naj perhaps the c«int him- 
self, be immediatelj set osi* 00 foot to 
seek him, already in idoi eoihradng 
his friend, ai6d*eproa«hiiigkim ^fU^ 
l»vin|: forgottei that Wisehy was 
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itrU Gilford ^or«1iiih ; or rather^ ^tkgrj 
with himself for not before inquiring 
more particularly concerning hib^ out 
of delicacy. 

An Lord Wiseby approached the 
bouse of his frMid/ who knew ^here 
to 4ind the painter^ ht was spared the 
trouble of farth^inquiry^ by enc^oun"- 
itrin^ the objeei Ite^was'ia qtiest df^^n 
the .person jof^Vic^ite Leyris -himself. 
ISieir surpri^ umi mutual pleasure 
irvere £iani£es<ie4by.the firi4n4ly^ "warm 
salutation which ^ch gave the *6ifter. 
Thp eaflr> immediately took his ifriend 
hoaie iwiib 1mm: '^ Well/' said he/'^ I 
^pffis^j,^03gMg:.ia y^Wiitttuaiioii/WHi 
W^seh^ unftrtonate -ftid .seduced^ 'life 
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would ba<Ve acte^ in the same man- 
nety and not have sought the no- 
tice of *Hc Couirt 4^* Leyris, But ' 
tliough this conduct^ if possible^ aug^- 
ments |9iy estlsem for joii^ it would be 
vain and weak^ now that I hd^ve found 
ycUj io persist in it : you must accept 
a residence af my house. We will not 
part again> { am now going td my 
filla i»n theTfaames: you must aecom* 
pany me/* , 

Victor had only timo to take his va- 
, luables^ which consisted principally of 
his colours^ pencils^ and pistols. The 
phaeton of his friend stopped at the 
bumble door^ and four horses soon 
brought them into the road to Wiseby 
Place. 
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The day was closing as they reached 
the most unfrequented part of the 
Toad^ when they saw two horsemen 
approaching them at full speed. Wiseby 
had sent on one groom to announce his 
arrival : the other just then unfortu- 
nately stopped ib arrange his saddle ; 
the swiftness of thephaetonliadlefthim 
far behind. ''Stof !" cried tlie men. 
Wiseby lashed his hones r yet the men 
pursued. '^ Stqi ! stop! or we'll 
fire !" exclaimed the higfaway*men 
ftnd pointed the pistols. 'I Fire ! and 
be damned to you!" coldly replied 
Lord Wiseby. The disappointed vil- 
lains fired : the balls hissed in the air^ 
but without dmng any injury ; for the 
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augmented speed of the beautiful 
animals soon baffled all pursuit; and 
the carriage arrived before the villa 
in a few moments. 



. , TOL. I. 
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CHAP. X. 

\ 

THE TWO SISTERS. 

Lord Wiseby conducted Victor into 
the s^artment^ where two lovely young 
women received him. They were his 
sisters. The Ladies Caroline and 
Mary M ilford had arrived very early 
in the day ; Lady Caroline^ the eldest^ 
according to her usual custom^ on 
horseback^ with her groom escorting 
the . carriage which coutained her sis- 
ter. Lady Caroline Milford wds tall 
and dark^ her features regular^ her 
person commanding ; but hei; eyes ex- 
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pressed a resolute and determined mind. 
She had succeeded in spoiling most 
completely every gift of nature by ex- 
travagant pretensions : education had 
only given her every ridicule, which 
useless instruction can produce in a 
false and ill-judging mind. She was 
totally ignorant of all those humble 
acquirements, which, though never 
spoken of,.are the real calling of her sex 
— which, though unthought of in mo- 
dem education, are the sweetest charm 
of domestic life : she knew not how to 
contribute to the convfart of a family ; 
to ply the needle while she joined in 
. the gay, innocent converse of tlie social 
fire-side: but she could leap a iivc- 
barred gate, and would keep up in the 
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chace with the keenest fox-hunter ia 
England. Her usual dress was^ a rid- 
ing habit^ a round hat^ a whip in her 
hand ; and she was afraid of nothing 
but spiders and bats. Having a great 
fluency of speech^ she was always ready 
to join in conversation on any subject: 
at a first introduction^ she was seen 
with pleasure; but when she spoke^ 
her voice wlas so loud^ and her manner 
so assuming and so ufnfeminine^ that 
she could not but appear disagreeable^ 
and very soon became quite insupport- 
able. Her auditors were almost tempted 
to quarrel with nature for not having 
destined this odd creature to fill a pro- 
fessor's chair at a university ; but as 
people are always disposed to form a 
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favorable opimon of a young and hand- 
some.woman^ Ladj Caroline was only 
looked upon as one of those incongru- 
ous beings, who^ by disavowing their 
own sex^ seem desirous of belong- 
ing ^o neither. She/ however, w^s not 
destitute of a certain degree of gene- 
rosity, i^ndeven elevation of mind; but 
she knew not how to unite with these 
that dejicacy of manner which makes 
such a deep impression ; and she was 
sometimes 1^0 violent, that it might be 
supposed her heart was bad. 

, Lady Mary, timid as her sister was 
bold; was gifted with one of those 
lovely countenances which were so 
happily depicted by the graceful pencil 
. g3 
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of Angelica Kauffinan^ and wliose 
touching beauty expressed a mixture 
of softness^ ingenuous candour and 
modesty. An etcellent natural capa- 
city had been carefully cultivated 
by education. The circle ''of all that 
can meve the hearty speak to the soul, 
and amuse the mind of a woman is not 
very extensive^ if she is inclined to 
abridge what she hears^ of all that it 
useless. ' When a political^ or meta- 
physical question was agitated; when 
the subject of conversation was an: ex* 
periment in natural philosophy or 
chemistry^ Lady Caroline was eager to 
discuss^ to analyze^ and decide. Lady 
Mafy's eyes were fixed on her work ; 
but^ was the subject a charitable deed^ 
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a friendly act> a trait of filial piety^ or 
fraternal lov«^ her large blue eyes 
rested on the speaker's face> and a tear 
would repay him for the sweet emotion . 
which he had excited in her feeling 
stml, 

Wiseby preceded bis friend into 
the room : '' My dear girU/' said he^ 
*' I have brought you a strange/^ who 
vrill soon cease io be one to you: he 
is the old friend of whpm J htve $0 
frequently spoken. Victor/' added 
ht, taking him by the band^ ^^ I ask 
your friendship for my sisters^ I wish 
them to be yout's/' , 
x" ■ ' 

The itraager saluted them with the 
« 4 
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ease and grace which is neither em^ 
barrassed nor familiar^ and which 
gives to the higher classes of his 
countrymen the advantage of pleasing^ 
even at the first interview. He apolo- 
gized for his travelling dress^ sajing 
that Lord Wiseby had not informed 
bim of the charming company into 
which he was going to introduce him* 
" Sir/' said Lady Caroline^ '' you are 
perfectly well, I do not judge a man 
firom bis coat/' 

Lady Mary^ curtsied without speak- 
ing, but a faint blush tinged her cheeky 
perhap'i- ashamed for her sister^ who 
she might think ought to have been 
rather moire bashful^ or perhaps fearing 
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lest it might be perceived that she felt 
a secret pleasure at finding that the 
counts exterior corresponded so well 
vfiih the idea she had formed of him 
from her br<rfher's description » 

They were now summoned to supper. 
Whep they had returned to the draw- 
iog-room^. and the hour of rest drew 
xmBX, Lady Caroline said : — '^ Brother^ 
doubtless the count is a, scholar; you 
hflfd better give him the chamber nea-r 
l^e cabinet nof natural philosophy^: I 
shall bedelighted in; the opportunity 
of showing him the new experiments 
of Adams on the K^lar microscope. 
We will buy Leslie's phothpmeter> and 
esaoline refir^etiiYe ; and dispersive 
g5 
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forces, by prismatic reflection. I sop* 
pose that he is already acquainted i^ith 
Wollaston's method }'^ 

'[ My dear friend/' siiid Wiseby> 
*' let not my sister surprise you ; how- 
•cver she is, you perceive, out quarter- 
master. For the general interest of 
our party, I hope that she will not 
teach you all she knows: you would 
become^ a fit compariton for no one 
^Ise, and we should no longer «DJoy 
your society. My good Mary, ywi 
must go to the little farm as usual ; otfr 
noble Caroline will sleep in th^ tent. 
As fbr you, Victor, rsemen^r that 
you are to change your lodging when- 
ever you plea^ ; for though i do not 
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Approve those who change ^heir reli^ 
gioD or their opinions^ I think it quite 
natural that people ^should be fond of 
changing their residence in the journey 
of Kfe. Good night : iny dear Caro- 
line^ keep ^omefliiiig fn to^m^rrow ; 
don't exhaust yourself in one day. 
Let me conduct him to bed." 

T;he count was some time before he 
could sleeps because the noTel position 
in which be found himself excited 
reflections far from disagreeable; 
From things he went to persom^ and 
his last vague^ but pleasing idea^ dwelt 
much more on Lady Mary^ whd spoke 
^ little^ than on Lacty Caroline^ who 
tpd^e too mucli. 
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CHAP. XL 



RURAL LIFE. 



In Ei^Iand, as every where ehe, 
people become acquainted much sooner 
in the country than in town. In the 
former they may discover in a week 
whether they like each other or. not: 
Who is there that^ in the course of life^ 
bus not tested the pure pleasure of a 
quiet retrfat^ when the soul^ disposed 
to receive every soft impression by the 
sight of jyite beauties of nature> has a 
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keener relish for the eajoymeivts of 
friendships aioijist a smftil but well* 
chosen cuccle. Ther^ etiquette loa^a 
its empire ; politeness still maintains its^ 
sway, but docs not triumph at the ex- 
pence pf Mncerity^r-:A . mark pf es» 
teem, a proof of cpnj&dence, ate esti* 
mated at their real yajue. JByery 
thing which is merely bri^^lpiant is laid 
aside ; pure, just, and benevolent ideas 
fill the mind. - There, we listen tp,. 
th^e we understap[id each other, and 
feer ourselves become better ; in shorty 
in such a residence we enjoy life,, 
ourselves, and contribute to the enjojr-. 
meni of it in others. It is true, tbait 
sjieh as, are only actors in the world. 
Ipse much in being so closely seen 
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There are people \rho are quoted for 
liieir witty replies/ tlietr charmiiig 
stories^ jet never derive the rapply from 
tlieir own ftore^ but are indebted for ee- 
lebrity to the care with which they hide 
the book^ firom which in the morning 
they have gleaned the knowledge 
destined to be displayed in the day. 
in the familiarity of a country life, 
an indiscreet associate may find on the 
dressing-table this source of informa- 
iSoa, and fipoil air the effect of pre- 
pared extempores^ bon^mots, (or which 
a little address will arrange the con- 
versation; A country life is the toueh-^ 
stone which reduces such vain prelen- 
de^s to silence, and gives to ^e graee 
of ^vrit and gdod httmour * Mi. their 
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Talu^j and plftws the qualttiet of tbe 
lieart in tbeit g^ifuiae Ugtit.* la tliese 
tespeets, Vicior^ tlte -iMrd lie wa* 
knowB^ the meM be could ni^t fail to 
please. 

The wonakig after their arrival^ 
Wisehy awokfe htm early^ «kiid they 
•went together to the Arabian fihiic. 
The earl desired the grooms to bring 
out all his saddle-horses; he made 
y ictor try them '^le after the other, atift 
then a«ked ^^hich he thou^it the best. 
The cottot could not ea^ly decide; 
but afteir some hesitatibn* he determined 
TBI favour of King Pepfe», *^ich had 
cost Wiseby ftve hujadred guineas^ and 
-won him three races. '' JameS:,'' said 
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his onsitf to the groem^ *^ lit futate 
you af^ to ire^eive up orders bttt ftom 
the GofnidftLi^yris,. Ttfe h^^rse a^d 
yo^r'^ ftf^ lti( ]bK^ ioffttjbi^e at. his 4i^^ 
sal: and at his only/' added he; '^aad 
if any other but my friend monnts 
King Pepin^^ I shall di^I^^rge ^ou 
fi;am my sjB!r,i(ice, ^i|d ^bp^t the'^oms^ 
through itftef head/? • 

»^ ^ . 

Nofel^ and ^en^roiijs , Wisehy:!-Tr 
how, ;qf»b t^o.F4; pai*t$, tfcy s^J !-r- 
Wi(h i^l|at^4ji;ehing delicacy 4o8t thou 
sejBk to give to thy raduc^d^ friend 
(who Would not receive a prefyeo^t) at 
Jeast the.illwiori :of ea^lugive possea- 
Bion!. i » wfi . 
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Wiseby and Victor entered the 
breakfast^^rooin^ where the two Is^diec; 
awaited them. Ladj Carolioe held a 
book, on the margin of which she 
Was writing notes; Har attention was 
so^ntirely absorbed; that she sqarc^j^ 
perceived the entrance of tiiQ gentler 
men. Wiseby approached, and lo^kr 
iqg over her shoulder,, exclaimed, 'VA 
volume of Hobbes, which my fister: 
intends to render invaluable ! '' Then 
turning to his youngest i^Uter^ who was 
finisfaii^ the embroidery of a flower; 
he 8aid> '^ As for you^ my sweet 
Maryj you are not like the lilies of 
the field, for you both work ^nd spin/' 
She was silent^ bqt Victor replied :. 
^ If you do not resemble the lilies in 
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one respect^ my ladj^ you mre lik^ 
ibem in anoth^^ lor nobody caa deny 
that you are ai hit as they/* 

This ccmiptifflent, would have 
seemed insipid firom any other tips thao^ 
Victor's ; but uttered by hun it sound* 
ed so>pIea8iBg^ so noble> and so troe^ 
that Lady Mary could not help 
blushing and miiiing at the \ 



In the course of the moniuig Wtseby 
dhrected Victor's attention to a sheet 
of writing which was framed aver the 
mantlepiece: the words wcffe as fid* 
lows :*-— • 

•* Welcome to all those who visit 
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me; they give; me pleasure. Here we 
enjoy liberty. At five in ttie morhifig 
I walk out : at nine the breakfast U 
ready : at eleven I visit my grounds ; 
such as chuse to accompany me are 
free. My horses are at the service of 
my friendn. We dine at five.. In the 
evening we form a circle^ and pass it in 
conversation or music ; yet if it is the 
pleasure of any to retire into the 
solitude of his chamber^ he is at liberty 
to do so. The library is always open ; 
but I love not io lend my books to 
such who d€( not read^ or upon any 
other condition than that the borrower 
fiiust give an account at the end of the 
Week of what he has read.'' 
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The prospect of this easy and £re^ 
life could not fail to please Victor. 
Provided he was not idle^ it was equal 
to him in what mauoer he was engaged. 
He hdd the talent of so arranging his 
ideas, that what was a^^eable io 
others^ became that -which he would 
have chosen in preference. Happjr 
faculty ! the reauli of a. lively imagi- 
tiatioiij and an amiable chara9ter. 



) ^ 
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CHAP. XIJ. 

riDELITV TO THE OLD SYSTEM. 

The idle count ererjr hour: Victor 
de Leyris, at Wiseby Place, did not 
eten eount the days. They flowed 
so agreeably, so gently, brought such 
returns of happiness, that when he had 
been its inmate a month, he had be- 
come as much accustomed tp it as 
though he had passed his whole life 
there. Placed between his friend and 
the two sisters, he distributed his affec- 
tion, his complaisance, and attentions, 
without calculating whence they 
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•pruDg^ or what effect they might pro. 
duce ; but a sympathetic affinity, an 
inyoluntary prefer^ce^ «till drew him 
towards Lady Mary. He never sought ' 
occasions to render her a trifling ser- 
vice, ahd yet they were constratly oc- 
curring. Did she worl^, he thought 
of a ;iiew design, of an easier method, 
of some invention to irnprpye her 
frame. Would she exercise her sweet 
voicej he had some little French air 
witii which she was unacquainted to 
presenther, and which ^he was delighted 
to learn. She was fon4 of painting 
flowers; no person could ,4)huse aiid 
place them to give such effect as Victor. 
These d-propos were so simple, came 
so natur^lly^ the count was so unas- 
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Mummg, ihat ^be neyer found herself 
embarr^sed by them. Ere long Lady 
Mary ibrgot that ke was a fftraoger, 
and it soon happened that what the 
one offered^ the;, otiier wa^s about to ask 
for. * 

Lady Mary Milford had an infai)- 
tine curiosity which she could not re- 
press^ except when she kept a strict 
watch over hcrsejf. This foible some^ 
times renderedher very amusiqgito those 
with whom she was intimate Qpoiigh to 
forget her natural timidity. Shew^Mld 
often ask an eager question without re- 
flecti9g ; then stop shorty and blush .that 
she could not jrecal the words. But 
yictpr . answered her questions ^ith 
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such complaisance and such reserve^ 
that she was always satisfied. In 
shorty the result of reciprocal questions 
and answers was mutual delight in 
each other's company^ and an involun- 
tary^ unreflecting impulse to seek it as 
frequently as {)ossible. 

Their conversation did^ not silence 
Lady Caroline, who seized every inter- 
val to unfold her vast knowledge and 
erudition.' She was extremely well 
disposed towards Victor, because he 
never interrupted her: she judged him 
to possess great sense, because he lis- 
"tened to her with attention ; for Caro- 
line was not one. who would give her 
auditor a chance of replying. If ei^r 



d by Google 



THE BACHELOR. 14S 

he did attempt ftuch a things she had 
more the air of pausing than of listen- 
ing : |}er mouth remained half open ; 
the tone of her voice^ as she continued 
speakings so well s^ccorded with the 
last words she had articulated^ that 
any person who had written down the 
conversation would assuredly have only 
marked the suspension by a comma: in 
a word, she exactly resembled a man of 
business delayed in the street by a 
crowd. ' 

The reader wilF perhaps wish to 
know how far the ideas of Lord Wise- 
by on matrimony had the approbation 
of his two sisters. This problem was 
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most explicitly resolved by the adren* 
tare I am going to relate. 

We have seen that Wiseby had 
given James to the Count de Leyris : 
but James^ in spite of his master's pro- 
hibition^ had a warm affection for a 
pretty young house-maid. They en- 
deavoured to conceal this mutual in- 
clination ; but the mutest love has still 
many certain signs which^are soon un- 
dorstbod. The young man hoped that 
the earl, having given up the right of 
commanding him, had not reserved 
that of swaying the impulse of hit 
hearts The good-natured James, who 
was as confiding as the Count de Ley- 
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ris seemed to him obliging and easy of 
access^ one mornings when he accom- 
panied him in a solitary ride^ took the 
opportnnity to speak of Betty> de-> 
scribed how pretty she was^ and luen- 
tioned their mutual love. Victor re- 
plied immediately^ that doubtless a 
worthy man like him> and a pretty girl 
like Betty, were perfectly suited to 
each other, and that he would under* 
take to obtain Wiseby's consent to 
their marriage. Much too respectful 
to ascribe any thing ridiculoiis to his 
'master, James durst not say to what a 
strange degree he was known to be 
untractable on that subject, but merely 
observed/ that his lordship did not 
mu^hi like people to mvry. Victor 
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then recollected that in fact he had 
formerly laughed at Wiseby for this 
sort of folly ; but he was so far from 
believing it possible that the prejudice 
of youth could have become the rooted 
system of his maturer age^ that on re- 
turning to the Tilla^ James and Betty 
were the first subjects of his conversa- 
tion. Wiseby andhis two sisters were 
in the room. The impression made on 
each of them by Victor's first words 
quickly manifested itself^ in a very 
different manner. The earl returned 
no answer^ but a cloud overspi^ead his 
countenance. Lady Mary turned away 
to conceal a 'smile. Victor, entirely 
engrossed by his object, did not notice 
all this--Hiot «ven Lady Caroline^ who 
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interrupted him whenever he resumed 
this disagreeable subject. On the con- 
trary, he continued with still greater 
warmth and feeling to describe the af- 
fectipn of the lovers, the more he was 
proToked by the interruptions of Lady 
Caroline, and the cold looks of her 
brother. . His eyes were fixed only;^ oa 
his friend, whom he was striving to 
pei^suade, in whose bosoib he wished 
to awaken . the sensibility of his own 
kind heart. . He . did not even perceive 
the sigfts made to him by Lady Mary. 
At length Lady Caroline, out of pa- 
tience eadfeavoured t6 drown Victor's 
voice, and exclaimed> in a truly co- 
mic tone ; '' Do you not perceive. Sir, 
ihnt; my sister has for this hour been 
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% 

giving you hints to change the con* 
versation^ and that I haVe been doing 
all in my power to interiUpt you?" 

The earPs gravity was not proof 
against the burlesque manner in which 
Lady Caroline expressed her concern 
for Victor'^ misplaced zeal^ and he 
l)urst into a fit of laughter as he re* 
plied: " How, my dear sister, can you 
^all this a hint to the count ? He ii 
accustomed to your interruptions, and 
thought ii now theefibctof habit, not 
design/' 111 pleased with this Temark, 
she answered angrily : *' Oh ! surely^ 
my lord, I ^ doubt not that, with 
your assistance, M. de Leyris wiU soon 
be acquainted vrith all my &ults ; fout> 
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depend upon it he will discover^ like- 
wi«e that other people have their weak 
side as well as myself/' On this direct 
attack^ Wiscby rose, and made no 
other answer than by a low bow. 

Victor could not easily have renew 
ed the conversation^ if Lady Caroline 
had not assisted him. ^' Sir/' con- 
tinued she gravely^ '' I do not wish to 
^ appear ridiculous in your eyes. The 
explanation of this enigma is^ that my 
brother cannot bear to hear even the 
name of matrimony; he feels for that 
state a horror truly extraordinary^ and 
the reason of which I certainly shall 
not ask him.'\...i' Well/' replied 
Victor^ gaily^ '' we had a marshal 4f 
h4 
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Fraace who thought as you do, mj 
lord: but with every blessing life can 
afford^ is it you who say^ as Gassiou 
did^ that you do not esteem life suf- 
ficiently to give it to another ? Is it 
Lord Wiseby ! benevolent, generous, 
beloved, and respected, that can main- 
tain such a paradox ? Ten years ago 
I heard you maintain it; but is it possi- 
ble that this prej udice still holds its 
sway? However,'* continued Victor, 
^' my dear friend, please te consider 
that poor James and Betty are far from 
being of your mind/'.... '' Nonsense !*' 
exclaimed Wiseby, '' I wish for the 
happiness of all who surround me, 
and I never will give my consent to 
their misery/*....'^ My friend," cried 
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Victor warmly^ '^ is it possible tb»t 
you have never been in love ?" 

This exclamation^ the burst of a 
feeling hearty struck Wiseby as much 
as if it had been intentional; it 
awakened every safter emotioui dor* 
mant^ but not destroyed : the phantom 
of Adriana seemed to arise and re- 
proach him.- 

After a few moments' reflection and 
silence^ he said^ still adhering to hin 
system^ but with his characteristic 
good-nature^ '* Victor^ James is your 
servant ; I have no power over him ; 
I do not forbid him to marry; I have 
h5 ^ 
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no right to do so ; but let him leare 
the house/* 



The advocate of the lovers was now 
quite disconcerted^ when he saw the 
earl open the door> and withdraw. 
He gave up their cause for lost^ when 
the amiable Mary^ to console him> 
whispered^ '^ Don't be uneasy ; I know 
my brother ; he will discharge James^ 
but he will not abandon him/' 

Accordingly James left the house 
on the following day; but the earl> 
considerix^ all the miseries to which 
hisTaithful servant was exposing him- 
self by. marrying notwithstanding, his 
warning and example^ was resolved at 
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leait that want should not add to his 
unhappiness. He therefore gave a 
handsome portion to the pretty bride^ 
(secretly convinced that his beneficence 
would not add to their happiness. 
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CHAP. xm. 



CURIOSITY* 



We need not be very deep obserteri 
to remark a most extraordinaiTy effect 
resulting from the free use of our mo- 
ral faculties^ \7hich Proyidence has 
allowed us. Is it not true^ that there 
are virtues which become prejudicial^ 
and vices which are useful ? Thus it 
is with good qualities and with fail- 
ings. Good qualities^ carried to ex- 
cess^ always produce in their effect 
more harm than good ; and slight foi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE BACHELOR. 157 

bleSi on the constrary^ may be th« im- 
mediate cause of great benefits^ while 
tbey can produce but trifling incon-* 
Tenience. Curiosity^ perhaps^ may be 
cOniidered as one of these^ when it 
takes root in a good disposition: let 
tis not conclude that it must be cul* 
tivated; but whilst we attach blame 
to it^ when the grovelling mind per- 
yextn it to every low purpose^ and 
n^anly feeds it to gratify malevolence 
and ill-nature^ we may be allowed to 
observe^ thsit curiosity is the stimulus 
to learning ; that by directing its bias 
in young minds^ it may be productive 
of much service. I hctpe^ at leasts 
that my readers will be inclioed to pass 
a less severe censure upon it when 
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tfaey have read the chapter which I 
am now beginning. 

Every person at Wiseby- Place en- 
joyed all the liberty of a country lift^ 
and there^ at leasts ijL was not an 
empty word. Lady Mary often walk- 
ed out alone : she loved to seat herself 
under the beautiful shade of some 
trees which were close to "the avenue, 
leading to the high road.- There are 
hours in the day when a young female 
delights in solitude^ yet is pleased to 
feel that she is within the reach of her 
fellow-beings. If she does not exactly 
wish that some one should passj shd is 
not sorry to know that it may happen : 
in a word^ she likes to be sure that 
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Ae is not itt a* desert. Lady Mai jr 
Xiras in the habit of reading here on a 
rural bench* Without absence of 
mind ? I would not Tenture to affirm 
it. Thinking of whom? She confessed 
that to no one. Be it as it may^ she 
came with an intention to read. 

For se¥erel :i][M>»iiiig9 Lady Mary 
ha^ seen a young woman^ remarkable 
for her beauty and the grace of' her 
person^ walking along the London 
road. Her dress was plain> but her 
walk and air- bespoke all the nobility 
of nature. Each itime^ Lady Mary 
bad saluted the stranger as she pa^^sed^. 
for people who are happy are natu- 
rally sociable. The strangffk* llad re*- 
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turned her salute with as much ease 
and politeness^ as if she were accus- 
tomed to live with persons of rank. 
This repeated meetings this remark-*- 
able and pleasing person and demeanor 
—a small box carried under the afm^ 
c(mtaining> as it might be ccmjec- 
tured^ something fragile^ yaluable^ or 
at least concealed'^all these circum- 
stances excited some interest^ and a 
great degree of curiosity^ in the mind 
of Lady Mary, 

One morning she was but just seated 
under her favourite tree> when the 
pretty stranger again appeared. Lady 
Mary resolved not to let her pais 
without speaking; she, rote to meet 
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tier : both ladies advanced a few steps 
with an equal desire to speak: thej 
looked at each other for an instant. 
Lady Marj^ in her usual mild and 
sweet tone of Toice^ expressed surprize 
at seeing her pass regularly^ and al- 
ways with a box uodejr her arms. She 
added to these questions many assU^ 
ranees of interest. ^' You are a fo- 
reigner^ as I should think?'" continued 
she. ^' I am^" replied the stranger ; 
andj without hesitation^ she explained 
to Lady 'Mary that the bo^ contained 
some embroidery^ the work of herself 
and her mother; and that she took it 
daily to the neighbouring inn^ whence 
the stage conveyed it to London. 
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^^ Embroidery worked by you and 
;^ur mother!'' replied Lady Mary^ 
*^^ and 'pray where do you live ? — ^' I 
have lived in yonder village with my 
father and mother for this month. 
Before that time we lived in London, 
ever since our arrival from the con- 
tinent/* 

At these words Lady Mary^ with a 
look of the most endearing kindness^ 
conducted the stranger towards the 
bench. '* Sit down^ my dear^'' said 
she^ '^ and let us have some talk to- 
gether: my name is Mary Milford, 
what is your's ?'*~'^ Adela de Ros- 
tange. •*-—*' We must be nearly of an 
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age: I am nineteen. " — '' I am two* 
and-twenty.'* — '' Indeed I could no^ 
ha?e thought it : arc you married ?*'— 
^' I have been/' 

The sorrowful expression which 
suddenly overspread the face of the 
interesting emigrant^ explained too 
clearly io Lady Mary that she had open- 
ed afresh a recent and deep wound« 
'^ Obi forgive me!" she exclaimed^ 
-with the accent of sensibility. AftoP 
an instant of mutual silence^ she thuft 
continued: ^ Yon are in a forefgn 
country, a widow, with yoiir parents, 
and your mother assists you to work 
eiodbroideryt ttiydeitr Adela, forgive ttie 
If 1 aisk^ut '^erfaaps your circum 
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itances are not very etsy/' Feacfol 
of offending the delicacy of jier new ac- 
quaiD^ce/ Lady Mary blusbed and 

hesitated '' Oh! I see that all we 

have heard of Lady Mary Milford's 
goodness is indeed true. My lady^ I 
must acknowledge that we ure not 
rich, but we have few wants : we oc- 
cupy a small house; the rent is not 
high: we have a garded^ 'ithich my 
father cultivates^ and its prcTfluce is of 
great use to us. I attend to the do- 
me^tiQ concerns ; and when the business 
of the house is done, I work with my 
mother. Whe^ night con^ei|» firmest 
agreeable amusement is to se$ my chil- 
dren play.'' — *' You hikye children !*' 
— ^' Yes, two.!Vr^,01v hcaviensl^'— 
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^ Nay, do not pity me> they efc my 
sole consolation; ipdeed we are now 
i^htent and ciomparatively hi^py, for 
we have^ndured much ; the only thing 
that now gives us any uneasine8% is the 
uncertainty of disposing of our emr 
broidery, and my only fear that my 
father or mother should fallill/^ 

The stranger then, at the solicita- 
•»tion of Lady Mary, showed her the 
cotitents of the box, which were work* 
ed in the greatest perfection ; but she 
observed that they frequently found 
themselves at^ a loss for patterns^ 
which it was difficult to procurq. 
^* .Oh ! I will undertake to furnish 
you with some,** exclaimed the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



166 THE BACHELOR. 

amiable Mary. '' I know a person — *• 
Here sbe stopped ; then told Madame 
, de Rostage tbat> to save bef at least the 
I&88 of time^ sbe would undertake to 
dispose of her works.—*" As for these,*' 
continued she> "permit me to take 
them on m j own account ; I will have 
the pleasure of calling, on you to 
discharge my debt to-mow'ow; w^ 
shall then become better acquainted ; 
show me exactly where you live/' 

They rose and went to a hill close 
to the spot^ from which they could see 
the village and the very house where 
dwelt this reduced, yet contented fami- 
ly. Lady Mary then bade her ferewell, 
repeating her promise of a visit on the 



d by Google 



THE BACHJSLOR* 167 

following . day, Adela left her, de- 
lighted and comforted in regard to the 
future support of her family. 

The worthy sister of the noble 
Wiseby returned to the mansion with 
a light heart. When the family was 
assembled, she said, laughing, '^ Do 
you know^ brother, that I am engaged 
in speculations ? I deal in embroider- 
ed work, and this is my debut. Hen 
are four handkerchiefs and a gown to 
sell — who bids?" 4 

> 

They entreated her to explain her*- 
self, but jealous of the pleasure of 
paying the first visit to the emigrant 
family, she had resolved to keep her 
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secret^ bjhA therefore when she told 
them all the circumstances of their 
fate^ and endeayoured to excite their 
generous compassion; she refused to 
say how she knew the story, or where 
they resided. '^ My young friend, 
with her mother, works all these 
beautiful things — they labour for a 
livelihoodr^I sell the produce of their 
industry/' 

^' And I pay for it," replied Wiseby 
with a smile of approbation, giving 
his purse to Lady Mary. So this is 
what you call speculating ! Well we 
must deal together/' 

'' My lord/' interrupted Caroline^ 
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/^ do you suppose that nobody is 
generous but yourself?" She laid 
ten guineas on th^ table ; bui it was 
out of her power to do even a noble 
taction in a noble manner. '^ Yon 
know^ Mary,*' said she, ^' that I am 
.above all these frivolities; you will 
therefore- desire your French friends 
to work some cravats for iw." 

Lady Mary had only half accom^ 
plisbed her purpose^ but she was cer- 
tain the rest of her negociation would 
not fail, for she relied on the obliging 
kindness of Victor as confidently as on 
- the generosity of the earl. She again 
expatiated in praise of the young 
widow and her family; she extolled 
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the delicacy which, withholding 
them from soliciting succour, made 
them strive to gain a subsistence by 
their own exertions, notwithstanding 
they could be but trifling and pre- 
carious, whilst the produce must be a 
hard living to those who had beeti 
nursed in the lap of opulence. '' My 
friend,'* she continued, ^' is in want of 
one very important article, and it con- 
siderably injures the merit of her 
works. She is at a loss for patteri\s 
which she is obliged to invent hejr- 
self;, arid a^ this is a talent she does 
not possess, they are therefore but very 
indifferent. I have promised to give 
her sonfic : not that I rely on my own 
skill, but vou can draw. Count Vic- 
tor?" 
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'r' f^ ;I {hattk your tadj^ship^ for having 
-thought that it was the 8mi6 thing,'' 
replied Victor warmly, and an expres- 
«ioiif«rf bappioeBS animated his countea-^ 
:aRce. Lady Mary stopped as if asto- 
nished at what she had said. Wiseby 
looked at them both, aad smiled; as 
for Lady Caroline, she remarked 
ittothltigj, because she seldom paid atr 
tdntioii* tp any thing but what person- 
ally concerned her ; and in the next 
place, she dijd riot understand that 
^duiBDib laQgualge which expresses the * 
Ihaughts <>f the heart. 

Victor broke silence by enquiring 

^f Lady Mary,* what day she had fixed 

to pay Madame, de Rostauge for her 
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embroidery. On lier reply that she 
would visit them on the morrow^ the 
earl said — ^^ I suppose jour new mc^ 
quaintance lives too far off for jou to 
intend going on foot ; if therefore you 
have no objection^ Victor shall drive 
you in the curricle; it is necessary he 
should know whither to carry the 
drawings which you have bespok^i of 
him.X Lady Mary made na reply, 
but she blushed; what words could 
have been so expressive as this tacit 
consent ! How much therefore^ must 
she have been surprised when Vict* 
politely^ but positively declared he 
was sorry that an indispensable occu- 
pation would render it impossible for 
him to attend her ladyship the next 
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day. Anj other would have felt 
mortified : the gentle Mary was only 
grieved at a refusal the more extra- 
ordinary on the part of Victor, as be 
had always appeared anxious to com- 
ply with her wishes. She, however, 
dissembled her sorrow for fear of dis- 
pleasing him, and said mildly — 
*' Well> the day after will do r yet it 
is a pity to make the unfortunate wait 
twenty^four hours longer for so grewt 
* pleasure.'' 

Even 'till night a slight cloud 
obscured her lovely countenance ; but 
Victor redoubled his attentions to her, 
as rf he had wished her to guess that 
if he could rciiolve to give her a rao- 
I 3 
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nient's un^asiaess^ it was in the certainty 
of affording her a most agreeable. sur- 
prize. 

The appointed day arrived— the 
curricle was preparcid; Lady Mary^ 
quite delighted, seated herself by the 
count. She directed him along the 
avenue to the left^ to the rights then 
pointed to the village^ and having 
arrived at the door of a entail lK>UBe— 
'' Kerens the place!'* said An, with- 
out perceiving that Victor had already 
stopped the horses. The amiable girl 
instantly alighted ; but too deUicate to 
suffer any one to witness the grateful 
thanks which she knew she should 
receive, she turned to Victor, who 
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was following her> and requeued li^ 
would drive up the road and return 
for her in half an hour. When ih6 
time was elepsed he saw her coining 
out of the house, accompanied hy 
Adela de Rostange and her respectable 
parents, Victor turned his head 
another way; Lady Mary Cordially 
shook hands with them, and again 
seated herself by the side of the count, 
who drove on swiftly and in silence* 

Lady Mary said not a word during 
the ride home, but her every action, 
every: look, wasesipressive of tender- 
ness, gratitude, and joy ; and described 
all that her heart felt with such force, 
more eloquently than her lips could ^ 
I 4 
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possibly bave done. ^^ My dear Mary,"^' 
said the earl as sfae adf anced towards 
hinij on • their return, ^' how well 
benevolence becomes you ! — your coun- 
tenance beams with delight: this pure 
happiness is the regard of the ^widk 

action you have performed/' " Oh I 

brother, dear, dear brother}** exclaim- 
ed Lady Mary with a burst of sea-^ 
sibility which she could not contain^ 
'' it is not I that deserve you praise; 
listen-^-listen; — but I must not begin 
at the end of my story, though I fain 
would do so ; therefore I will tell you 
first, that 1 found the interesting 
Adela,^ who lives in the plainest house 
in the village; she opened the door 
herself^ and conducted me into the 
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parlour^ where I perceived an old gen-' 
tlemao with two lovely children, and 
an elderly lady seated at an embroidery 
frame. She arose and saluted me with 
politeness, dignity, and ease, which 
augmented the interest I already felt 
for this respectable family. The 
language of Madame Dumenil, the 
manner and measure of her thanks^ 
proved at once that if she ^new how to 
support poverty, it was rather the effect 
of fortitude than of habit. I put on 
the table the sum that you had given 
me, with my own Kttle mite; they all 
exclaimed that the work was nqt 
worth so.muche ^ Indeed,* I replied^ 
' I took the money without countings 
it and you must do the same. I shall 
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come in future every fortnight to fetch 
your worjt ; as for ihe patterns ' " 

Lady Mary stopped short: Victor 
walked to the window. , ^' Why how 
now?'* said Wiseby, gaily—'' you 
have lost the thread 9f your'stolry : 
these patterns have choked you/' — • 
'' I am surfe/' cried Lady Caroline^ 
'' that as to the patterns which .either 
ydu or the count must waste your tipae 
upon^ you have been obliged to promise 
them at some other opportunity/* 

Lady Mary, repressing the emotion ^ 
which* the' subject had excited, with- 
out replying to their observations, thus 
proceeded : /^'As to the patterns,'*' I 
continued, '' I hope to send you some 
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tery shortly.. »i.. What m^s" my asto- 
nisfatnent when the'' ladies assure<^ me I 
)iad already more than satisfied them 
in that refipect, and when they pro- 
duced a quantity of patterns^ equallj^ 
remarkable fir variety and elegance. 
I looked^ admired^ yet could: scarcely 
Credit by sen^etC^ Monsieur Dumenil, 
tUe fMiw 4^V^AAt\ai entreating tne not 
td refuse the thanks of bis family, in- 
f))rmed me that ^a young man,^ of an in* 
terestiiig cdaateoaitc^ ^ distinguished 
for ithOvpbUtontiBa of his behayiour and 
ttmxinen^hsA ih^ $ame morning brouglU 

ibem those pattei^Bs.**' ' 

--■:-,. -1 . ' 

'^ In this descdption I reeogqiw 
Coont Yictor,*' said Lady Caroline^ 
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with a promptoeBe which might haTe 
been thotight amiablej had not fbe toiie 
of her voice destroyed the effect. *' Aad 
I discover hinei in his modest;/' replied 
the earl : *' see how he strives to coo* 
ceal himself/'—'' The itttentioft," re- 
plied Victor^ '' is all jon tould hava 
discovered me by. My time it all I 
have to give ; and who wo«i1d sot be 
proud oCs^ociatinghlitiself with Lady 
Mary in acta of benevolence/'-*-^' Bra* 
vo!" exclahiied the earl, giving him 
his hand — " but, my frknd/' saidhe, 
when did you work at Ihose patterns ? 
For these two days^ you have been 
continually with my sisters or me/* 
Victor obserTed that in fbrty-eight 
hours there was time to do a great deal. 
'^ In truth/* replied his lordship> ^' for- 
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ij^mghi hours conprehend both days 
Mid nights. It ift DOW plain^ sister^ 
why the count so pereniptorilj refused 
to accompany y^n yesteriay. He w^ 
sure you would forgive him when you 
knew ail." , 

The happy Lady Mary was silent ; 
but a delicious tear which stole from 
her eye, fixed upon the floor, proved 
how far she was from being angry with 
Victor. 

. . Ijady Caroline very gravely said: 
/'But, .ray dear Sir, if you can sacri- 
fice your nights to such trifles, what 
would yoii do to study Swammerdam 
or Kant .^'V 

This excited a general laugh ; bnt 
regardless of every thing, she conti- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 

i 



1 8S SHE' BJDCHEI^OJT. 

fined ?j ^'' Matyi tyoi» eectainly hare 
4oiie at^ei-jf tandalile' nctien; hut^io 
yoor work of trenefoleDeeiit winecfe^- 
sary Ifaat ra^ liaod fihould djff^t your 
heart, ' tYiwu ' miirt . take ' ino t^, see.this 
indigent family. If they are really as 
you think — peogle ^of^rank^ suffering 
from the cajamitous events of their 
ruined country;, if the father is a well 
informed man, and Madame Dume- 
nil^ with her daughter, are as accom- 
plished as you describe, they must no 
longer dedicate their VigiH t(i' Tsuch 
futilei objects, as that 6f cnbbrbldering 
vain articles of attire, intefndcd to' or- 
nament women more vain than they. 
We must enable them to form some 
useful establia^hment, something which 
jfiiay benefit the public — wh^t say 
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you to a school for young ladies ? I 
have drawn up a plan for one, which 
of course I would make them literally 
follow. You may assist me wi^h your 
liberality; in this caso it would be 
well employed. '* 

Wiseby here took advantage of a 
pause which Lady Caroline made. ' 
'' God forbid! my dear sister/' said 
he, '^ that I should censure your 
plan of education ; but allow me to 
visit this foreign family before you 
do. If they claim our interest by any 
other pleas but those of adversity, rely 
on me to make amends for the injus- 
tice of fortune. Make yourself per- 
fectly easy^ and I will answer for it 
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pobod J thtM baye reMon ' to coai* 
plain/' 

Thus ended this day^ which was td 
Victor de Leyris and Lady Mary a 
most eventful one. They had tasted 
together the pure delight of a virtuous 
action ; they had felt the attraction of 
mutual sympathy; for the first time 
.they had acknov^ledged to thcS^ own 
hearts the existence of this heaven 
.inspired sentiment. Is not that a near 
step towards confessing it to each 
other ? . 
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